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and anſvere to certaine lec- 
ters ſentto the Maiſters of Renes, by one of 
 theLeaguewhortermeth himſelfe Lord 
ot the valley of Mayne,and Genule- 
manof thelate Duke of 
Guizes traine. 


Faithfull tranſlated into Engliſh by 
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' THE CONTRE-LEAGVE. AN 
Anſwere to certaine letters ſent ro the Maiſters of 
© Renes,by one of the league,who termeth himſelfe 
Lord of the valley of Mayne,and Gentleman 

of the late Duke of Guyzes traine. 


Exxnss being miſuſed with many 
\| the reproches of a ſoldiour of his ar- 
&| my,made forthe time no farther ac- 
count thereof, but cauſed to be pro- 
claimed throughout the campe, that 
e| that franticke t:llow had leaue to ſay 
' whatheliſt, and the king to ſay and 
do according to equitie,wherevpon may be gathered 
it ſcemeth that there is no account to be made of the 
impudencie or fury of thy letters. Howbeitzin as much 
as the holy Scripture attributeth to kings , the names 
of Shephcards,of Farhers,yea cucn of Gods, (as like- 
wiſe God hath adorned them wich ſome beames of 
his Maieſtie)ſith alſo the Apoſtles do&rine condem- 
ncth ſuch as reproue principalitics, as a moſt perniti- F 
ous peſtilence,ir js requiſite to letthee ſee thy frenzye. '8 
Conſidering alſo that theſe warres , kindled in this 
Realm? vnder your goodly pretence of religion, haue 
brought in ſuch ynbrideledlicentiouſnes,as there is no 
longer regard of the king, of the Princes of his bloud, 
or of any other men of honour, butrather it ſeemeth 
tharſome kind of Gyants are ſprong from vnder the 
carth to conſpire againſt heauen,to terrific the Angels, 
to raiſe watre againſt God,to fill the carth with fire and 
bloud,and to baniſh all pitie and iuſtice. 
Bur ia ſo bold an enterpriſe,as isthis warre,you will 
{-ruc fora trompet, togither with the Ieſuirs and other 
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2 The Countre-League. 
- yourſeditious preachers vnto whom in the chiecte ci- 


ples doyeeldno other ecc 


i 
f 
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ties of the realme at this = the vailes ofthe great tem- 
eccho,bur fire , bloud,8 death. 
To which cnde certaine verſes vornited out of thy ſedi- 


' tious ſtomach thou (haſt intituled , The Caholike 


T7 umpet : ſo as were notthis argument ſo wotull, yea 
euen one of the moſt lamettable,we mightlet rhee ſee 
that this is as fir for thee as for the Aſſe-in the Lyons 
warre. Neuerthelefſe,fith thou art not ſuch a b:aſt bur 


thatthou knoweſt whar milſeries cin ll warres do bring 
in,andofa iolity thou ſckelt thereafter, anddoeſt ther- 


to enflame every man as well by fermons as ſeditious 
writings,malt wenot ne<des inferrethat iris ſome rage 
of hell tire which lamerh within rhee:whereof we have 


ſufficient reſtimonie inthy letters written to the citj-. 


zens of Renes:as well in thy impudencie to counſell 
thoſe thatasked no counſaile of rhee,to rebell againſt 
the king,as alſo in thatrrhou concludeſt their honour 
to conſiſt in (nch rebellion and felonie, For theſebe thy 


wordes'in the beginning of thy lecters: That it concer- 


neth their honor,which they haue greatly blemiſhed 
inrebelling againſt the Lord Gouernonr: butin caſe 
the 2ouernour confpire againſt the king, for whom 
ſhould the rowne hold, bur for the king7ls itrebellion? 


'Yeafaieft rhon)againſtthe gonernor :and is itnot re- 


bcellion ro withſtand God and the king? W hom ſhould 
werather obey,God and ourking , or the g-vernour 
when hediſturbeth thekings eſtare ? And to refift him 
is1:not fdclity to the king and ob:dience ro God? 


- For the gouernovrs fake thall we cait the king oat at 


dores? Orfor the placing of the ſeruant in the maiſters 
r me muſt we caſt downe the king ? Or arethe houſe; 


hol children to be reproued if ſceing the ſtuard of 
thc houlekeke ro drive away his Lord , take their mo, 


ther 


The Conntre-League, 


ther perforce and endeuour to make himſelfe Lord of 
the houſe, they do refit him > What daſtardlines is it 
being able to withſtand him,yertolethim alone,and to 
yeelde vntohim z or whatdo ſuch deſerue ? Thinkeſt 
thou that the kings ſubic&ts and officers with the par- 
liaments,and other men of authoritie, eſpecially the 
Nobllitic,thould deſcrne any lefle,it ſeeing the gouer- 
nour praCtiſe to ſeize vponthe kings cſtate,they ſhould 
ſhur their cies,looke afſide,ormake as if they fee him 
not. For being ableto let him , if they ſuffer him , they 
be as guilty as they that put the (cepter in his hand , ſer 
the crowne vpon his head, or placed him vpon the 
kings throne: and yet ſayeſt thou that art Renes they 
hauegreatly blemiſhed their honour in that they tooke 
not part with v Lord Gouernour againſt the King. 


This is the firft argument, doſt thou nor then beginne 
well? How durſtthou write this to a parliament rown? 
Thou lcaueſt God for his Sain&ts,the king for his ſer- 
uants,and if we iſt,euen God forthe king. Is ir aor ig- 
norance theretotethat raigneth in you, yeacuenthe. 
power of darkenes ? Nay rather impudencie in thee, 
who deceminſta the honour of the rowne con- 
fiſteth in rebelling againſt the king. Peraduenture you 
will fay that they ofthe religion haue done as much. 
"Tharis falie, for they neuer did as you do: Itneuer 
camein their mindes:They never praCtiſed any thing 
againſt thekings eſtate , againſt his perſon, his honor, 
his life,or his egicts,bur were alwates armed in tauour 
of the faine,hauing both them and the chicte princes 
and officers of the rowne on their {1des: yea euen thoſe 
who now do hazard their liues for the kings cltate, for 
his perſon, his life,and the benefire of therealme. How 
then haue they practiſed againſt rhe king ?Bur you 
will replie that you likewiſe haue nowe the edict of 
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; 4 | The Conntre-League 


| vnion made by the king and his eſtates.I will not enter 
4 into the nullicy of your eſtates , neither will I ſhewthat 
they were counterfeit, thatthe voyces were purchaſed 
contrarieto the kinges will , orthat the deputies were 
corrupted,for thou knoweſt it well enough,as alſothar 
molt of them were of the league,and camenotto pro- 
cure peace , bur contrarie to the kinges pleaſure, to 
Jraw all France into an immortall warre . This is eui- 
dent,thereforcI leaueit, tothe ende to anſwere thee 
chat thoſe of the rcligion beare date firſt, that theic 
edicts go before yours :and that euen the Captaines of 

| your league haue ſworneirreuocably tothem:therfore 
that they can not be broken . Their firſt edit was a- 
reed vntoby the king,by his whole counſaile , by all 

the ſtates of the land , by all the princes of the bloud, 
and by all rhe parliaments of the Realme for the welth 
andquiet thereof: Can you ſay as much of yours:Nay 
yours hauc bene wreſted forth for to enfringe theirs, 
wherto they haue alwaies held,and which haue conti- 
'nually bene maintcined by the chicfe princes of the 
bloud. Thus hauc you offered violence to the lawe,to 
19-4 -  thepeace, to'the welth and helch of che realme:your 
134 edicts arc repugnantto the quiet thereof,neither were 
E: they cuer deſired bur by you of the league,and that on- 

ny ly to this accurſed ende,( noprichſianding wharſocuer 
27 BY prerences of religion you haue propounded to depriue 
[pl the realme of peace,to ſerit)in trouble : ro maintaine 
warre:todeſtroy the goodly forces thereof:and to bring 
itintothat ruine which by chis edict of vnion you do 
ſecke and draw vpon itſo much as you may , contraty 
toall right, alllawe,and the kings holy will which ten. 
deth onely to the peace, benefite and ſafery of his king- 
dome :this haue they of the religion alwaies thought 
to be the kings minde:and they hoped that one day he 
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| The Countre-Leagne; 5 


ſhould know his enimies, whereof you were ſhrewdely 
afcard, and therefore thought it good to arme your 


ſelues with this edit of vnion. The king bath knowne 


you:wi:nes the ſequelltherof. 

Moreoucr when they of the religion tooke armes, 
itwas onely in their owne defence,to kepe themſelues, 
their wiues,their children, and their goods from you, 
and according to the kings cdids, to maintaine their 
r:ligion which you went aboutto take from them,yea 
which you had taken away : but can you ſay that any 
man hath taken away yours , or gone abour to take it 
away ? Thou wiltparaduenture lay , their religion is 
herefie and muſt not therefore be ſuffered in the land: 
ſhaltthou preſcribe a lawe to the king and the ſtates of 
the rcalme.Shall the Lorraine or any other make de- 
crees inthe land? Ithath bene thus thought good by 
the king, his princes and eſtates,beſides it is the religi- 
on of the moſt part of the kingdoms in Europe:moreo- 


uer it may be told thee that they haue ſhewed their re- 


ligion ro beno hereſic : and areſtill ready ſo to proucir 
by the word of God.Can any man ſay more , But you 
do put the deciſion thercof in the ſword: helas, how 
welldo you know that ſuch matters are not to bee 


judged by wepons? Whatdo youger? But what other 


pretence might you have to deuide the kingdome ? to 
take away the defence thereof: or ro deſtroie the forces 
of the ſame ? What coulour could you finde whereby 


to lcuic warreagainſt the king,and to take him,or make | 


himro loſe his eſtate 2 Do whatyou will, right, reaſon 
and truth ſhall overcome. True it is that . as of the 
rclizion haue vicd the kings treaſure and rownes : and 
reaſon good:for it was forthe ſafctie and preſeruation 
of the beſt French men and chiefeſt princes of the 
bloud againſtthe Spaniards and other ſecirious per- 
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| ſelues: for you hauethruſt foorth the 


6 The Countre-Leagne. 
ſoas : it was forthe defence of the kings beſt ſeruant 


> 


| 
4 
1 
| V 
"9 
. 


_ 85 this day doth reſtifie,and for his Maicſties ſeruice a- 


gainſt you his perpetuall enimics,and in maintenance 
ofthe auctoritie of his edits, which contrarie to the 
kings pleaſure you haue euermore violated . Theſe of 
the religion haue alwaies rendred vato the king his 
townes,and ſtill haue acknowledged themſelues to be 


his faichfull and loyall ſubieRes: and by theedits haue 


continually beene freed from all blame of ſeeking alte- 


ration in the eſtate: butthis can _ ſay of your 
| ing : you haue 
praceeded againſt him and-the preſidentes of his jy- 


| Mice: you haue miſuſed his pifture: nay what coulde 


you doto him, if God preſerued him not from your 
rage? But your Teſuitcs and other ſeditious preachers 
which ſecke warre ratherthen peace, and the alterati- 
on of the ſtate rather then the kingdome of heauen (as 
if they were borne for no other ende, but to giue the 
realme in pray , to make-vs kill one an other, and to 


| kade ourfoulesinto hell > )do fay that for religion the 


ſtate was altered in Ifracll, as when Elizeus ( at the 
leaſt by him whom he' ſeat ) annointed Iehu king. 
But let them take that example, either els the exam- 
ple of Lobna who rebelled againſtToram king of Tuda: 
what wil they do with it? Forboth the Torams had for- 
ken the true religion , that Moiſcs commaunded. b' 
God,which was notlawfullforthemto do. Hath the 
king done ſo? Nay, holdeth he not their Religion, or 
rather chey his > What would they more? What oc- 
calion kaue they to deale with the king as Iiracll 
did with thoſe kings ? They feare the change of 
their religion 2 Why ſo ? Belyke they thinke ir 
to bee nought : If it. bce of God, God will 
maintaine it , Were it not better to reſtthere, 
kak ea 


The Countre-League. > 
then vnder a falſe feare to leauie warre:they take the 
alarme too ſoone : this coſt the realme too deare : wee 
muſt tor be ſoſlye:euery day harh malice enough for 
it ſelfe, neither ought we to torment our ſelues' before 
the time ſaith the Lord.But ifrhey ſweare that this was 
the onely cauſe of their taking of armes they forſweare 

them ſclues : witnes their behauiours rowardes the 
king , and rowarde his picture , alfo ll, that they 
have writen againſt him , wherein they ſhewe that 
they rather ſceke alteration of the enact , then feare 
any change in religion . Moreouer ſuch examples 
of I{aell, whether of the Prieſtes or Pcophets , yea 
Or of the kinges , are not to bee drawne into conle- 
quence , for they concerned Itraell onely, neither 
are they any longer in vic, Euen this example of 
Ichu is a matter exraordinaric, and was but onceput 
in praQtiſe : Befiles God brought vpon Tehu all the 
bloud that he had ſhed : forcloking himſclfe with zeale 
of religion he(euen as you ) fought nothing leſſe then 
religion , neither labored lo fore after any thing as at- 
ter the aduauncement of his houſe and the kingdome. 
But what taketh our gouernmentofthart of Ifraell ? we 


take not ſo much as the manor of eleing our paſtors, . 
and ſhall we fetch thence the forme or polllcie of crea- 


ting kinges? Harhnot euery realme a fondumentall 
law for thoſe matters and a manner of creation of 
| kinges? Wherein itisnortlawfull ro make any inno- 
uation , or to motion any ſpeech tending thereto, 
no not for the Princes of the bloud, much leſſe for 
others, and leaſt of all for ſtraungers which arenor 
to looke thercinto, Beſides,the date of the olde Te. 
ſtamenr is out : It was the time of miracles : God 
wrought them in thoſe dayes in Iſraell , ſometime 
in the Prophets , ſometime in the Pricſles , and 
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3 The Conntre- League 


ſometime in the realme!and perſons of the kinges: 
God doth norſo now : let vs graunt you your demand, 
arid the rcalme ſhall be bound to chaunge kinges 
as often as the prieſtes liſt, alſo to take what kinges 
they pleaſe : {o what fhall become of vs 2 A- 
eaine the pollicie of Ifraell belonged to Iſrael! one- 


cll. | 
| Moreover I praie thee, where is Eliazer to an- 


\noint v$ an other king? Let him proue vnto us his 


ſending : Let him worke ſome miracle: to the ende 
thereby we may know. that God purpoſeth to alter 
our eſtate, But religion vſeth miracles no longer, 
neither chaungeth eſtates : For albeic ſhee require 
reformation as much |as may bee , whether jn pij- 


tie, in juſtice , in pollicie, or in manners, yer doth 


religion ſtill leaue vnro every man his right, as ap- 
pearcth in ſundrie places of the newe teſtament. Th 
alteration of the ſtate of Iſraell repugneth not m' 
faying : For that was a holy kingdome , and Gods 
royall Prieſthood : a Nation which God preferred 


| by extraordinarie meanes , vatill the comming of 


the Meſſias. That people depended immediatelie 
vpon God, and vſed no other pollicie then the ſame 
which God had eſtabliſhed for them onelie , nej- 
ther had they anie other eſtate then the ſame- which 
God erc&tcd both when, and as he pleaſed : As al. 
ſo God would hane the people to depend immedi- 


| ately vpon him in the eſtate of his kingdome : {6 


as if he made anie alteration hce did it by mira- 
cle , whereby it eujdeatlye appeared to bee his 
But where is this annnointed one whom you would 
make king ? Nay, you wil rather ech killother, then 
E729 agrce 


ly , and died rogether with the kingdome-of Iſra- 
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| a7ree vpon any one . For as wee ſhall ſee hereafter 
| the townes ſhovote at one thing , the cleargicat an 


other , and the| goucrnours atan other : For theſe 


| doe pretead to make che kinges cleQtiue-, or elle to - 


cre& an other Empire in Fraunce : wee knoye it 
well enough. Had not the Duke of Guyly this 
poſic, Euerye one in his turne: according whereunto 


' through Gods iuſt iudgment hath hee nor left his 


lace to his brother ? Him you haue to your head: 
ce hath his Lieutenaunres cucrye where , where» 
ſocuer you haue any holdes, and in all the prouin- 
ces. Were he the itronger in the fielde , he would 
commaunde the townes : Thus you haue a ki 
choſen , oran other Empire. This head beingdead 
an other will ſucccede, and rather the craftieſt and 
moſt wicked ( for others you can not furniſh) al- 
waies prouided that hee bee the forwardeſt in the 
degree of armes , afrer the manner of the olde Em- 
pire , and ſtrongeſt in the fielde, Then muſt wea- 
pons walke , poylon , or thruſt out , and anye 0- 
ther game wherby cach one = ſupplant his com- 
anion . This game muſt bee played vpon the bel 
y of Fraunce : Theſe rownes which were too free, 
and ſer themſelues at libertie, will bee deceaucd: 
The Nobilitie ſhall bee brought into ſlauerye: on- 
Lye the Cleargie ſhall liue at caſe and pleaſure : For 
there muſt bee ordinarily ſome hundreth and fifrie 
thouſand men in the fielde to compaſſe this mat- 
ter about , and yet perhaps will bee ſcarce enow. 
Such an cle&ion ( which caa bee no other but a_ 
rumult ) eſpeciallye in France , bringeth with ir 
all this , and hath within it , even as the fire hath 
the propertye alwaies tro burne, This is it which 
| B; your 


| 30 The Conntre-League. | 
y our Teſuits and other mutinous preachers do ſecke, 
when in their ſermons repleniſhed with felonie,they 
alleadge theſe examples of the olde reſlament,wre- 
ſting the Scriptures ro their owne deſtruction , the 
ouerthrowe of the Realme , and the damnation 
of an infinite nomber of ſoules. | 
Nowe will Itcturne to thy ſpeeches, and would 
gladly knowe vpon what reaſon thou ſayeſt that the 
towne of Renes and the Lord of Mom-Baror, being 
therein for the king, with other the Lordes of Brit- 
rayne which held out for his Maicſties ſeruice,ought 
to haue taken part with the Lord of Mercaur who 
enterpriſed againſt the king. They perceaued your 
drytrtes , and the holy purpoſes of your League: 
they ſmell out the zeale of your ho'y mother church 
which is continually in your mouthes : they tooke 
"F# heede of you, and ſtill with their due reſpe& to his 
"Th perſon. Was this eui'l done > Who will blame 
them > What lawe will condemne them ? Conſt. 
dering that euen at a kinges death , if the go- 
uernour detayneth the/rowne , and doth not keepe 
and reſtore it to the heyre of the realme , heeis ra- 
wn ken for an vſurper , and is denounced an enimie 
Fall to the king and kingdome, and worthy to loolc his 
0H liſe togeather with his head, Burt who are you that 
ay would haue the kinges ſucceſſion euen before his 
death ? That would ſtrippe and vncloth-him before 

hee bee willing to go to bed > I would moreouer 

demaund , wherefore doth the king place gover- 

nours im his townes, þut to keepe them for him 
F ſelfe, in caſe the gouernour of the prouince would 
practiſe anything againſt his maicſtie. If thy ſpeech 
mult take placc, then take all right ftrom among men; 


' 
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all pollicic from kingdomes: & all iuſtice from off the 
earth . Raz out the lawes out of our bookes: yea euen 
plucke God outof his ſeate , and take from him his 
Empire : Enſtallthe ſeruantin his Maſters throne: a- 
bolith all equitie : make the ſubrilleſt mightieſt, the 
ſeruant, maſtcr of the houſe, andthe wickedeſt wretch 
king . Forſuch as thou art there neede neither God, 
law, heauen, nor iuſtice ypon earth? Thou ſpeakeſt of 
Atheiſtes, bur is there any Athciſt,if thou beeſt none? 
 Well,hearken a while, he that confounderh all awe 
both of Gud and man, and will deale as if thcre were 
no God in heauen,theſame is in that point an Arheilt: 
But thou doeſtthis, for thou wilt take from thy king 
his townes and eſtate, and giuethem to his ſcruant : 
thou confeſleſt him to be no longer king : thou calleſt 
him bur plaine Hemrie of Yalois : tell me therefore who 
thou art. The king whom God hath eſtabliſhed doeſt 
thou caſt downe: thou diſgradeſt him from all power 
and authoritie: contrarie to Gods word and his exe 
preſſe defence, thou ſpeakeſt ſo vareuerently of him, 
that the verie Deuils, (as a man may ſay ) thould bee 
affraide, neither careſt thou for God in this matter, 
nor fearcſt anie other but thy dead Idols. Tell vs then 
if thou beeſt no Atheiſt , wharthou art, God preſer- 
ueth kings, he placeth them vpon their thrones: they 
are his Lieuetenants,and pettic Gods in power.I haue 
faide, you are Gods, (faith Dauid) ſpeaking euen ſo, 
and with ſuch reuerence of his enemie Saul, who 
wrovght ſo much mifchiefe againſt him, yea and a- 
gainſt the Sacrificers and Prieſtes annointed by the li- 
uing God, for his ſake. Kings do giue life and death. 
Tupiter ({aide the Heathento this purpoſe) beareth the 
thunderboulrt about him , and therefore wee ſee that 
fome Emperours cauſed him to bee grauen in their 
| B 3 Coynes 
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coynes withtwo or three thunderboultes in his hand, 
And Salomon ſayth char the frouniug of the kinges 
countenance is the meſſenger of death: tor their etes 
ſende lightning and yer thou art not afcard. Speake 
theretore wiſely and make account thatthe wiſe king 
ſcatterech the wicked, and driveth the wheele ouer 
chem. But what ? Ir is the loue thou beareſt to the 
rowneof Renes, which thus tranſporteth thee. Doeſt 
thou notloueit well? In deede itis greatly beholding 
vnto thee, as well for the good counſell which in thy 
letters thougiueſt it, asfor thy great endeuour to vp- 
hold the honor thereof again all that ſpeake there-a- 
gainſt., For to whom may they complaine butto thee? 
Or in whom might they more ately repoſe their con- 
fidence then in thee ? yer know wee ſcarce who thou 
art : butthou anſwereſt,that a// the miſchiefe i to be imm- 


reſolute Hereticke and ſayeft that he will vndoo bot | 
felfe and the towne together, the reaſon, for ſayeſt thoy, 


hewill plant Hereſie and Atheiſnie.In deed that were the 


way to vndo the towne and in caſe he were ſo minded 
he thould not only looſe himſclfe , but ſhould alrcadie 
be aloſtman, ButfGth there is no ſuch matter, alſo thar 
there is no Hereſic in him voleſle it be herefieto be in 
the Romiſh Church, (could(t thou be content to con- 
feſle this ? ) whar other thing doth there then remaine 
but that all the worlde ſhould percciue that thy ſpee- 
ches proceede from a troubled head ? nor that he is to 


| beſuſpeced of Arheiſme: haſt thou ſeene him in pro- 


feſſion or at doeany thing likely thereto? It were per- 
aduenture good that thou wertnone no more then he: 
but our debter chalengeth vs: to hold our for the king, 
to feare God,to ſtand in awe of his horrible vengeice, 
whicheuermore foloweth the perturbatiss ofan cſlate: 

E-<-1 tO 
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to louc Poe to obey the lawes: to withſtande your 
c 


wofull League ; ro bewayle the apprehenſion of 
theſe miſchietes which it bringeth with it: to quench 


the fire of ſedition : to vphold godlineſle : ro keepe 


France out of hell : to reduce it to quiet: to ſtaunch 
the bleeding thereof : to wipe away the tearcs ofthe 


ſame : to preſerue that fo noble eftare before the. 


Lorde and his Angels : to reſtore cucry one to his 
goods: to repleniſh our houles , our ſtreets , andour 
fields with toy,peace,wvealth & all mirth: terme you all 
this hcrefie? ro cauſe euery Frenchmanto fall vps their 
knees before Ggd: to force them to lift vp their hands 
to heauen: to moiſten their eyes with the teares of ioy: 
to procur: all men ro giue God thankes for the peace- 
able cſtate of the Realme: ro ſtoppe the courſe of 
blaſphemte, periurie, curſinges, denials of God and 
murmuringes rp God and the king which the 
warres do breede (as the Prophet ſayth, that it maketh 
manto looke askue yp6 heauen & to accurſe the king) 
calleſt thou it Atheiſme to ceaſe all this? It is thekings 
_ ure. The Lord of Mon-Barot had reſpet thereto: 
oulding for the king according to duectic he meant to 
eſchue a wofull warre for Brittaine: call you him ther- 
fore an heretike or an Atheiſt: Where haueyou gone 
ro ſchole?Was it Sorbonne, or the Icſuires that taughc 
you to ſay that the procuring a good and holy peace 
15 the way toplanthereſic and | age Moreouer 
if we ſhould enter into conſideration of his action, it 
is enough for him that the king doth finde him faith- 
full, and commendeth him for his wife dealing. 
Neyther taketh he it other then for an honour. that 
thou ſhouldeſt iniuric him for dooing his king good 
ſcruice. For hee hath keptthe Towne to the kings vie: 
he hath maintayned his Maicſties authoritie: he hath: 
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cauſed his edits ro betherereueienced and receaued: 
he doth his endeuour to vphold Britaine in peace and 
in all honor:co preſcrue in the Towne many ſoules that 
are faithtull ro the king, ſuch as feare God, as well of 
the one as of the otherreligion of all Brittaiue and che 
confines thercof, whom the king next vnto God hath 
commirted to his diligence and fidelitie, leaſt they 
ſhould become a pray to your inſatiable League. And 
gromble thou as much as thou wilt: let thy Ieſuiſtes 
with theirſermons heatec thee: yealer the Diuels the- 
ſelues fret, what careth he, conſidering that next after 
God he hath the king for his warrant: his ſacred Par- 
liament for his Counſaile: the moſt noble for his com- 
fort : Gods Angels for his lookers on : and all good 
men for aduowers of his ations? Yea I will nowe 
prooue that cuenby thy owne writing hee deſerueth 
commendation. For thou ſayeſt that Brittaine hath 
alwaics carried away the commendation for the inte- 
gritie of their fidelitic : which is true. Knowing then 
the integritic, and vprightneſſe of the Nation , with 
their reuerence and obelierice to theking, who would 
euer hauc imagined thartthe League could finde anie 
place there? as in deede it hath not in any the great 
and auncicnt families, whom God hath hetherto pre- 
ſerued in their former eminencie . Herein doth Brit- 
raine triumph ouer all the other Prouinces of the 
Realme, in reſpe& of the|great number of mightie 
and noble Gees that it hath, whereof there is none 
found worthic to be of the League, but onely that one 
which thou extolleſt . Bur peraduenture it is more ex- 
pected that Iſracll will reſtore vnto him his fathers pre- 
tended kingdome : That did this famelic attend inthe 
former troubles , witneſfe the late Lord of Lorrans lets 
ters. For when your fation meant to infringe the 

peace 
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peace andrenue the wars by his letters he wrought to 
his partakers that hee was aſſured that that famil 

would not be ay laſt at worke. W hatſhall I tell thee? 
that all they which make thoſe commorions in the 
eſtate haue no other meaning but to renta ſunder the 
Realme, and to catch euery man his flecſe : thou 
knoweſt it well enough . Thouſeckeſt totake awaic 


the king : thou haſt diſgraded him: In your Sor- 


bonneye haue condemned him: you haue executed 


him in his picture, which neuer any people did,no 


not the moſt barbarous : the verye ſunne might haue 
abhorred your decde, and the heauens beene aſto- 
nyed thereart: yn it becauſe you would not make 
an other king ? Butthou woteſt whom thou appoin- 
teſt in his place, atthe lcaft for Brittaine: but be thou 
ſure it ſhallneuer come to paſſe. For if Brittaine 
hath euermore continued ſounde in fidelitic , will 
ſhee nowe looſe chat reputation and derogate from 
the honourof 1 pwn won ? Nay rather as becin 

couetous of honour , ſhee will in this affayre ail 
compaſle matters woorthic her memorie. Hath the 
Lorde of Mow-Hlave doone anie thing contrarie to 
this fidclitie : nay contrariwiſe , hath hee not perſe- 
uered in the (ame fidelitie and obedience that Brit- 
taine hath ſworne to the crowne and kingdome ? 
W hatthen meaneſt thou ? If thy wordes be true, he 
togither with the other Lordes and Gentlemen who 
with a good conſent aſſiſted him with one mindein 
withſtanding the certaine and incuitable ruine of Bri- 
raine, deſerueth commendation: for the League would 
haue entangled it in ſuch warres as the poſteritie 
ſhoulde neuer haue ſeene the ende. What mea- 
neſt thou therefore to reprooue that which thou art 
forced to commend? But blame prouidence, a ſinguler 


C gift 
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giftof God: blame that carethat cuery one ought to 
haue of hisſaferic, and the peace and benefite of qur 
poltcritie: defame vertue, condemne gooducdle: ſpit at 
gloric, yet haue all this valiant and braue nobilitic,this 
graue Pailiament, this peaceable rownedone nothing 
but what deſeructh true, ercat, perfe& and eſpecially 
honor. Inthe meane' time thou ſayeſt it is a perverſe 
perſwaſion, namely their decde , an —_— le outr- 
weering , thou tearwelt them , Gyartes the children of 


| theearth: Burthou art deceaued: thou takeſt others 


for thy owne : for who is worſe perſwaded then he 


| that taketh falſhoode for truerh, wrong for right, 


and euillfor good > Why is ſo preſumptuous as he 
that riſeth againſt the king, the peace, and the lawe? 
Who doe more oucryeene, then ſuch as ſceke to 


ſcale heauen , to beate dorne equitie , totake away all 


{awe and policic of kingdomes andto caſt downe and 
ſubuert the principalities which the God of heauen 
hath eſtabliſhed vpon earth? Thou ſpeakeſt of Giants, 
but wooteſt thou what they are? No man doubteth 
bur there haue becne Giants in olde time, whom the 
Poztes have tearmed the children of the earth, 
Fayning of them that they ſought ro ſcale heauen, 
and to plucke God out of his throne, alfo that be- 
ing high and mightic they ſo heaped mountayne vp- 
pon mountayne, that the Gods were a fearde and 


| | fled into Egypt: that Tupiter looked downe from a- 


bout vppon thoſe Giantes, beeing diſpleaſed with 
their ſo vnrcaſonable preſumprion in his iuſt difplea- 
ſurcthooke his glorious head , and withall made hea- 


\ uenandearth to tremble, and commanded the Cj- 


clopes to make headie his thunderboultes which the 
diligent Eagle brought vmo him, he ſhot them from 
aboue, and fought from heauen : Hercules alſo 

| foughr 
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fought for him vpon the earth againſt the fayde Gi- 


ants, who thereby were broke and ouercome, their 
mountaynes were caſt vppon them , and themmſelues 
brought lower then before they were high: then was 
their kingdome in the bowels of their mother the 
carth, and hell it ſelfe was their heauen: their glo- 
rie was turned into'reproch, and their name defa- 
med for cucr. |But nowe hearken to the ende of 
that fable, and thou ſhalcſee what mouecd the learned 
Poets to faine it. 
We finde in certaine olde fragments of auncient 
Hiſtories that 'Ofiris who reigned in Egypr , and 
' was afterwarde ſurnamed Tupiter , the ſame who was 
called Pharao, and who rtooke to him Sara Abra- 
| hams wife ( indeede in purpoſe to marrie her) was a 
king of ſingularpictie, iuſtice, and clemencie, as a 
ared in the exhortations that he madeto Abraham 
and Sara when hce reſtored her againe, alſo in the 
good that he did rothem and in his feare of GOD 
which kept him|from touching her. We finde like- 
wiſe that hee trauayled into diuerſe partes of this 
worlde with Iſis his wife, who is alſo named Iuno: 
thathe taught men good lawes and pollicic,and name- 
ly the art of hysbandrie , alſo to live more ciuilly 
then the rude worlde yer did . To be bricte, that he 
left a notable memorie of him ſelfe, as appcareth by 
the coynestharare to be ſcene and read together with 
other monuments and antiquities : or that thus do- 
ing much good among men hee purchaſed great 
honour and fame among thoſe kinges whome the 
holy ſcriprure nameth Gods . His Empirs was 
great, yea hes was accounted a greatand mightic king 
and the moſt famous amongeſt the kings of the earth, 
which bred him the name of the Great God Iupiter 
| C 2 or 
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or helping father, andto be the greateſt of the kinges 


that were called Gods, I will nor ſpeake of the ſuper- 
Ririon and Idolatry that ſprang thereof, for with the 


exccſſiue commendation of his rare vertues , and by 
giuing him thoſe magnificall titles of God , men| 10 
tarre forgatthemlelucs that after his death they inyo-. 
cated him,had recourſe to himas to God,and accoun- 
red him a God both in heauen and carth : neither will +. 
I fay tharthe Philoſophers knewe this errour and had | 

him in,derifion , but not very opevly . VV hich coſt 
Socrates his life, ſodeepe roote had this infernall ſu- 
perſtition taken throughout the worlde : All this will 
I omit to come to the ſtorie, narcely that Iupiter li- 
uing and reigning in his kingdome which was |of 
great cxtent,the Gyants ( ſo tearmed for their bould- 
neſle, corpulence, and the great ſtrength and autho- 
ritic that they had ynder this Iupiter ) with their 
great townes, inacceſſible as mountaines, rebelled 
againſt him: And indeede in thoſe daycs all rownes 
were builded vppon mountaynes , whereuppon the 
Poets write that they heaped mountaine vpon moun- 
taine, meaning that they ſo fortefyed themſclues thar 


_ they were throughly perſwaded to thruſt Iupiter our 


of his throne: then many other ſmallerkinges( who 
alſo were called Gods and tooke Iupiters part) were 
forced for their ſafetie tro get into Egypt, as the ſu- 
relt fenced parte of the earth , where allo Iupiters 
chicte ſtrength laye : what got theſe children of the 
earth ? So did Pocres tearme thoſe Gyantes in this 
caſe, to ſjgnife that they: were newe come, ſprong 
fromſome obſcure race, like muſhrommes that ſhoot 
foorth of the carth inone night, alſo to thewe thar 
they were not of the race of the kinges., whom for 
honor they termed the heauenly originall of the gods. 

| they 
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They gained as. much as they that went about to 
ſteale heauen. They lift vp them ſelues againſt God,in 
riſing againſt their king,bur God caſt them down into 
hel,and buried them vader the great montaines which 
he ouerturned vpon them , ſo as there remained no 
ſpecch or fame of them,but with infamic and horrorto 
the poſtcrity . Ofthis matter did the auncieut Poets 
compoſe diuers ſonges,whereby to ſhew that king Iu- 
piter ouercamethem through the fauour of the hea- 


uens,alſo that he had no other inzane rocompaſſe ir, 
burthey hanc entermingled and hidden all vnder their 
fables and poericall ictions, in weening to write moſt 
excellently of fuch notable marrers.I will omit all that 
afterward happened tothe ſaid Oſiris through the ſe. 
cond League or conſpiracie of the remainder of rhoſe 
giants , alſo their horrible,ycadeteſtable and infamous 
crucltie:Likewiſe thereuenge thatlfis tooke, rogether 
withthe incredible exploits of their ſonne Hercules or 
Horus. But what wilt thou now ſay ? Whobe theſe 
grants that ſceke to ſcale heauen> Whois that kin 
whom they ſecke to thruſt out of his throne. "Whom 
do they ſet vypon ? What will becomeof ir> Doth nor 
God pro the mightie kinges? ſaith Dauid,yertthe 
holy hiſtoric teſtifieth that hee heareth and keeperh 
them from thoſe calamities wherinto they are brought 
for their ſinnes,ſo often as they returne and crie vnto 
him:theonely example of Manaſfles among many 0- 
ther may ſuffiſe for proofe thereot:yea for ſuch a profe, 
that when weſee that they haue recourſe vnto God, 
we may well ſay that it is ateſtimonie and infallible to- 
ken of their ſaluation. | 

Thou tearmeſt thoſe that held for the king Buſiris 
«nd proud Tirants : But for whom but their king ſhould 
they hold ? They belong to the king,they be bound to 
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the king: they haueliued to the king, they owetheir 
goods,perſons and lives to the king and the preſeruatio 
of his crown. Shall they leaue their king ? The bees, do 
neuer leaue theirs, yetare they bur fAlyes:without him 
they cannotliue : when hee is abroad all is ſcattered: 
when they ſee him not,O wondrous worke of God,all 
is without conduQt: when he is dead they all die, and 
without a king they yelde no profite.Thinke vpon this, 
you that wil haue no king,orthatar the deuotion of the 
holy mother Church,dctireſtto make an eleid. Wile 
men do finde it were the way to makea very hell of the 
realme:and to bring fire,ſword,famine,bloud 8 death 
into all partes thereot:for euery one would be maiſter. 
{ Why nota French man as foone as a Lorraine, a Sa- 
(p14 uoyan or an other ſtranger ? The ſtate will bee ouer- 
b throwne:when wilt thou haue formed ſuch an other? 
This legue ofour kings formed ir,to them doth the ho- 
"I nor therof appertaine-alterſo ſtedfaſt an eſtare,8& bring 
oil ' in oneand place an other, and whar will 1tbe ? Euen as 
\'t AHI much as the deuiding of the realme to cuery man his 
Dy as. 51 ſhare: Then will one ouerrun an others portion, and 
HY the warres willfloriſhall over, one warre will followe 
\ (4-28 another : our forces ſhalbe brought low : the gate ſhal 
3 PI be open to the ſtraunger:what ſhould petie kings caſie 
$6.4 ws ro be deuided,and peraduenture in continuall contro. 
bi A my |  uerſie,, be able todoagainſta mighty ſtranger, cither 
vi FH Engliſh, Spanith,Germaine,Muſcouite, Tuck or Tartg- 
199 rian,vhom the leaſt of the three laſt is taken to be nere 
it handas mightie as all Europe 2 Thcy trauaile nor ſaieſt 
( chouſo fare: exindeode dothey,, If Goddoburwhi- 
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ſtle they march wuch farther. They go where they ſce 


vr | deuilton: They haue heretofore come into our coun. 
FLY tries , yea out of che fartheſt part of the worlde , as did 
BT: the Gorhes,Oltrogothes, Wibgothes, Widalles, Huns | 
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Germaine & Switzers.Came notthe Romaines whe 
we had but common welthes and principalities?Came 
not alſo the Sarazens ſrom the delertes of Arabia into 
France:or held they not all Guyen and Langucdocke 
even ynto Auiznon?How many battailes had we to ex. 
pell them? VV ho now doth or hath kept the ſtraunger 
our,ſo as he dur{tnotſo muchas thinke vporrentring ? 
The forces of the real ne:Helas,that conliſteth in loue, 
and obediencetothe king:for we haueno other ſtregth 
in France-I ſhall neuer beleeue thee to be a French na: 
tor fo farre as in thee lyeth,thou ſerreſt deuiſion in the 
land betwcene the people and the king, with furious ir- 
reuerence thou makeſt the king odious : thou breakeſt 
the vnion of the cealme,and the power thereof, which 
conliſteth in vaion. Thou goeſt about ro giue the 
realme for a pray , todiſperſe the eſtate thereof,to open 
the gate tothe enjmicyto dcliuer our ficldes , townes, 
and caſtles into his hand,andro bring Fraunce intothe 
Spaniards bondage. Sctreſt thou deuiſion in the realme? 
Thou beateſt the buſhes and hunteſt for him. He 
lyethin waite : He warcheth time conuenient to fall 
ypon Fraunce,and thou giueſt ir a pray into his hands, 
and ſubmirreſt it to the barbarous crueltie- of the in- 
quiſition , which is a thouſand and a thouſan\ times 
more cruel theneuer was that of Buſiris,of whom thou 
Heakeſt. Your ſelues mult nor tarry at home : you 
muſt go into exile : you muſt repeoplethe Indies. The 
Spaniardes are no leſſe fierce tothe Frenchmea then 
tothe wilde Indians , of whoſe fleſh they haue kept 
open ſhambles for the nouriſhment of their dogges, 
witnes one of their owne Biſthoppes , cuen Bartel- 
mew de las Cafas , who having fcene it did write 
it . Thea' muſt |the Frenchmea ſearch the myues 


for golde , and yet haue none , but rather there 
WS | ſhall 
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s 4 232 The C cuntre-League. | 
| | ſhall raigne more baſtonadoes vpontheir backes , then 
maluedies in their handes. Thou ſpeakeſt of proude 


 tyrants,g0 butinro Flaunders and thou ſhalt ſee whar 

the Spaniards are, Thou mentioneſt Buliris , read ther- 

fore but whatthe Spaniards haue done in India. And 

 youlike wrerches would put France intotheir hands, 

what do you therefore deſerue ? Neuer alleadge your 

zcale of religion : for there is no religion that will 

| make you do that. Had the king forbidden your religi- 
S on whenyoubegun this warre,and forced him to fight 
Wi; againſt thoſe ofthe religion? Nay youdid it of malice, 
to bring downe the ſtate of the land: for you ſaw well 

enough that by breaking the occaſion thereof, you 

tooke away the defence alſo, Neither ſpeake of the 


if L7 ol | warre that isnow leuied againſt you:for others muſt 
(R8: defend them ſelues:fich you began the warre, what if 
Thik now they giue you enough of ir,and alittle roo much? 
"RUrD Say notlikewiſe thatnow the king doth miſtruſt you: 
| [ik rather thinke that heis ſoric he hath no better ſubies 
\f ant: of you to truſt vnto. For you ſce what you haue alrea- 


die doneto thoſe of the religion : haue you yet-repen- 

tcd it ? Yea,thatyou haue done no more. Yet herein 
your cruelrie was greaterthen was Buſiris,as maie eyi- 
| dentlic be proucd vntq you : butlet this be forgotten, 
Ut andler vs ſpeake of that you hauedone, and yer dovn. 
| ©. toyourking:: thereinis your paſſion more then ſurie, 

as ſhall appeare in place conuenient. Yea,it is cuen 
4 ragcitſelte , witnes that which is vttered in-your ſcr- 
| mons,done in your proceflions, andpratiſed in your 

| þ {BP ſhriftes:you helpe your ſelues with your religion, as 
withan inſtrumentof cruclricto warre vpon your king 


f | | andrto kindle his people againſt him ſo as wee mult 
LHR 5 needes ſaie that you haue-a grudge againſt lim, VVhat 
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The Countre. League, 23 
; curfings and imprecations,cither of your attempts in al 
; ſortes againſt his Maieſtie > Therein hath he matter 
; ſufficient to miſtruſt you : yet is it you that hane grea- 
: ter miſtruſt of the king then his Maieſtic hach of you: 
forhecalleth you , buryou runne away: he hath pro- 
| | miſed and giuen you pardoa,andy er you ſtil returne to 
your rebellion : thercin are; you relapſed ., Gods 
vengeance followeth you : you ſceke your woe , and 
eſchew your ſafery. Yetarcyounotafraid to be forced 
ynder paine of death ro chaungeyourreligion,as they 
of the reformed religion haue bene : you areſure of 
your religion,and therin are out of teare of that which 
they of the religion haue found harder then death. For 
your liues there reſteth merciein God and the king, - 
and of necefſitic you mult cometo that, ſich you haue 
noother meane of ſafety,before either God or man: 
et isit the thing which you ſtill ſhunne with mortall 
tred. Why doyou then faye that others miſtruſt 
you,when indeede there is no malice nor miſtruſt bue 
in you? But would you take away this miſtruſt, loue 
your country,flye from deuiſion as from a pecſtilence in 
your houſes,abhorre whatſocuer is repugnan? to the 
kings welth,honor,lite,and thepeace and ſafety of the 
realme and lands vnion.Otherwiſe who can truſt you? 
Shall you be accounted Frenchmen ſolong as you vio- 
late the vnion,obedience,and reuerence of the king? 
Nay beingin the realme,who will not take you for cni- 
mics to the realme, becauſe by bringing 1n troubles 
and deuiſion,you extinguith the force therefore : For 
there is no force in France either ia the townes, Nobi- 
jitie, Princes ofthe bloud and all cſtates,or in confede- 
racie with ftraungers,bur onely in vnion with the king. 
The ſame is it which with Gods helpe hath bene the 
only barrier of Franceto make TT Eg toall = 
| : ; OP 


[ 266M - bs The Countre-League. | 
For God hath thoughrgood to employ this meane to 
the ende to ſhew that he delighteth in vnion, that hee 
bleſſethir,that he curſeth deuifion , rhen which there 
isnothing more to beſcarcd:for it bringeth fire, bloud, 
death and deſtruction vpon the foure corners of the 
rcalme. Yea I may /faythus much more,thatas wee 
ought to appoſe our {clues againſt preſent death j ſo 
likewiſe that when an eſtate 15 once eſtabliſhed and 
aſſured wearenotto diſpute whether it be lawfully nei» 
ther toſceke after the yſurpations or right which ſome 
would pretend or challenge, but rather toreit quiet yn- 
der the ſame,which being once eſtabliſhed, aſſured, 
approued, receaucd , [conſentea vnto, and accepted 
"Hr of the eſtates of che Jand , albeit the beginninges = 
{ONT Wl '  , not ſo lawfull, yer bejng once done , doth paſle for a 
17 Hu  lawe, ti ſuch ſort chartche innovating or altering |of 
mY any thing bringeth in|more mifchictes then the yeel- 
ding thereunto : Neither can any man conſpire there 
againſt, but hemuſt withall ſhake of Gods yoake,ouer- 


4M \ throw the order that hee hath eſtabliſhed, ge 
AIR thecſtate which hee hath pacified , and abol.th the 


mots” 


ECene north 
i 


bd 


peace of the landeto bring in warre: Whereof per- 
aducnture this onely example may bce proofe ſuffici. 

, ent, Viz.thatas Pompei, Cato,Cicero ,and the Se- 
nate hadſomereaſon ſeing Celars ambition and pur- 

poſes , towithſtand him : and to keepe him from alte- 

ring their eſtate, and becomming Lord thereot. So 
neuerchelcſſe when hee had once atchined it, Brutus, 

- Caſſius, and their partakers did euill ro conſpire 4- 
1  _  gainſt him , neither did their confſpiracie purchaſe 
i; 8 any other thing then thoſe great miſchifes that were 


ne PIES s > wy 


; i gt <4 5% yy 
EIT, on 


L y 0 a5 4 4 CRIES - 
ine $65 -Soz0ty pare NY Ku x 
"ow - Log: = mogjnge 0 + pr A 7. . 90 
ſys 
«* % 
PER 
IEA ei. 7” , 
Cw tons ln 
——— ——_ - 


wrought vnderthe triumuirat , the onely rehearſal! 

whereof would make mens haire to ſtand vpright,and 

yer the eſtate remayned in the famely of the Celars, 

Wat F. | cucn 
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| T he Cenmre-League. | 23 
even after they had encurred all fortes of calamiries 


for the aſſurance thereof. In ſuch like caſes there- 
fore we mult alwaics haue reſpe& to Geds will as 


appeareth in this thar our Lord ſaith: Give vnto Ce- 


(or that belongeth wnto Ceſar . The Apoſtle likewiſe 
Honor wnto whom honor belengeth : and atterwarde 
commaundeth obedience vnto principalities , which 
are no principalitics , betorethey bee peaceably efta- 
bliſhed : yea the Apoſtle faith that wee owe this 
obedience not onely for feare of the ſworde,but alſo for 
conſcience ſake: Thus it imputeth more then the ma- 
giſtrates puniſhment, or any bodily paine, becaulcir 
concerneth the conſcience. allo that the ſoules of thoſe 


that continue it , that rebelleth againſt it, and that 


gaineſaicth the ycelding of Ceſars due,are guiltic be- 
tore God.Secondly Gods will herein allo appeateth 


that ith there appearerh no alteration without averie 


gulph of miſchiefcs where the alterationchaunceth, 
we may well ſay that God will not haue vs to ſtarte 
from the yoake which hechath once laid vpon vs . If 
they therefore whom thou ſlaundereſt, haue feared 
theſe miſchiefes,haue co:tinuedin the kinges obcdi- 
ence, hauc holden for the eſtate, have endeuored to 
keepe and obſerue their faith ſworne to the crowne, 


would not force the right,& violateth= pyliticke eſtate 


 eſtabliſhedby their fathers , and haue {ivgularly reue- 
rencedthe vnion of Brittaine with the king and king- 
dome,are they to be blamed ? What haue they done? 
They have reſiſted the L.ofMercocur. Yea, but tothe 


end not to diſobey God and the king,or to make an o0- 


ther hell in Brittaine:for el; they might haye brought 
in ſomany calamities as perhaps they ſhoplde neuer 
haueſeue the end of thE:are they for that cauſe proude 
tyrants or Buſiris as thou tearmeſt ? 
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4 26 |  TheCountre-League. | 
| 3 : Nowmuſtwe ſpeake of the Church: for thou ſayett 
{| that they whom thou calleſtgiants,Buſiris and proude 


rants haue denounced war againſt God,leſus Chriſt 

\ and the church:but wherein? Becauſe they would nor 

that which the church would:hereto they will anſwere 

that the pricſtes are to take carefortheir portuiſes,not 

- for matters o {eſtate, wherein they haue not to do,no 

not his holines:for his dominion ſhould nor paſſe the 

. walics of Rome,wviththe rownes and villages adiacent, 
if | according as the firit counſell of Nice in the preſence 
1 | of Conſtantine didlimir. His drifts are ſuſpicions , and 
many good men did murmure in their heartes, when 
'arthe beginning of this warre in ſome partes of this 


'L . . . ; 

F | land it was faidthat the drummeſtroke vp for his ho- 
[1-0 _ | lineſſe. The Pope is but a Prieſt , who peraduenture 
SOIIN would bec an honeſter man it hee were the pooreſt 


_ prieſtin Rome. Ought he to haue dominion ? No 
faith the Lord,ifhefollow the Apoſtles ſteppes, or be 
| their ſucceſſor as he boaſteth,for ſpeaking to the Apo- 
\f HEE ſtles of the dominion of kings he faid vnto them 7r ſhalt 
"HP | wot be ſo with yow . To conclude, let him fay that heis 
We 1  Chriſtesvicker,or ſucceſſor tothe Apoſtles,as he tear- 
HI-S meth himſelfe, yer would not the auncient kinges of 
if Bit * France knowing their ambition , permit any other 
4 EF * Biſhoppe or Cardinall to enter into their counſell: 
kt For they haue giuen their faith to the Pope , they 
| Ta are his creatures , and doe call him their creator, 
6} ] whereby they make a ſeuerafl bodye which will 
3 | - acknowledge no King for their Superiour but per- 
, force , neither is (o ginen ro heauenly matters, but 
that they will bee doing alſo accordinglye with ter- 
$i. reſtialt , and is indeede more diligent to intrude in- 
ql / to princes affaircs, and to gouerne kingdomes,then 
Th to preach the kingdome of heauen. For without = 
4 6 ; 0 
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 TheCountre-League, 27 
| of the loſle of the firſt , they will take no care for the 
| ſecond: yet will in the meane time pretende the hand- 
ling of both. Witnefle Pope Bonitace,who cametorth 
of his parlour with two ſwordes,crying,Fcce do gledy, 


ſee here two {wordes: Is nor this proofe ſufficient that 


the Pope hath like authoritic ouer the kingdomes of 
the carth, as ouer the kingdome of heauen, that hee 
weareth two kniues in one ſheath, that he hath two ar- 
med handes, cither thathe is armed with double au- 
thoritie, that is,with as much in earth as in heauen 2? Is 
not he an heretike that doubterh thereof? Nay a beaſt 
that belecueth it. As Phillip the fayre the 49. king of 
France gaue his holineſle to vnderſtand. For thus had 
the Pope written vnto him. 


Bonifacius, &6. Boniface Biſhop, ſeruant to the ſeruant 


of God , to Phullip king if the French , Serue God, keepe his 
commanadements.IWe will thee to know that thou art ſubicet 
zo vs both in ſpirituall and temporall cauſe; : that thou art 
wot to conferre benefices : If thou haſt any that be voyd, re- 
ſerne the fruites for their ſucceſſors : and if thog haſt confer- 
red any benefices, we declare the ſame collations to be woyde 
and do reuoke them in reſpect that thou haſt conferredthem, 
and whoſoeuer ſhall chinke otherwiſe, we denounce to be an 
beretike,Giuen at Lateram the nones of December in the firſt 
yeere of our Biſh. &c. Here alſo followeth the kinges 
anſwere. | 

Phillip by the grace of God king of France, to Boniface 
tearming himfelfe ſouereigne Biſhop, litle or no greeting at 
all. Let thy ſoueraigne fooliſhnes knowe that in temporall 


cauſes we are ſubieet to none: that the collation of Churches 


and prebends belongeth tos by our Royall prerogatine , as 
alſo to conuertihe fruites of vacaticnsto our owne wſe : 
that ſuch collation as hethert o we haue made or hereafter 
ſhall make , are of force and by vertue of the ſame wee will 

| D 3 manfully 
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| 28 — TheComitre-League. | 
manfully defend ſuch as ave in poſſeſsis a74inft all men:&: all 
80ſec that ſhal otherwiſe beleenew e accent fooles& macme. 
Buc will ſome man ſay , he was an impudent perſon, 
as allo it is ſaid of him that he entered the papacie lice a 
Lyoa,reigned like a foxe,and died like a doyge.In deed 
it was a marvellous tmpudencie as the Chronicles of 
France doc note, yet tooke he vpon him to be Chriſts 
Vicker vpon earth: this was the zeale, pictic and faich 
of tholc holy fathers . And hereby we may perceaue 
whether that ſea is ſo wel guided by the holy ghoſt thar 
it canneuererre, as they preach vnto vs Kh. perforce 
they would make vs to belecue. And indeede that 
Pope gaue the Realme of France to the Emperovr 
ay | Albert: but would he haue giuen it to an other if hee 
W614 | __ couldhave gotten it for himſelfe > Would hee have 
nd made any conſcience of it? Did the Biſhops of Cp- 
logne, Treuers, Magance, Liedge orothers make an 
Ti ditficultieto ioyne the ſworde with the crofle, and fo 
bi tolay hould vpon both ſwordes, wheneucric onefell - 
1 et vpon the Empire ? Thinkeſt thou that weſee not well 
| 8 enough thatthere is neuer a one of your League, but 
#UP- would do as much againſt the ſtate of France it onceiit 
i 1} 2358 wereouerthrowen ? No, peraduenture the primate of 
a Lions would not. Weſcetheir cunning __ enough: 


ITE i what madethem to enter into this League? The expe- 
Bb {LTH Ration of ſome better kingdome from the houle of 
| 33 | _ Guize, Lorraine, Spaine or elſe where,then from their 
48k naturall king ? They are not (I weene ) (nch beaſts as 
: tothinke ſo. Who will imagine that they made anie 
ſheweas if they would chooſethis man or that man 
king? It was more likely thar as the Gouernors hauing 

otren ike authoritie as the king in their gouernments 
would haue made the fametheir houſe , ſothat thoſe 
would haue made their parts better , & become euerie 
| man 
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| The Conntre-League. | 29 
manking of his owne. Efay ſheweth vs almoſl the like 
conſpiracie of theking of Iſrael, the king of Afhria, & 
the lon of Tabeal. They thould ſcaze vpon Teruſale,& 
make the ſonne of Tabeal king : yea ſaid they, but had 
they taken it, there was eniibay of the other two bur 


would haue bin king bimſelfe. And albeit they promi- 


ſed itto the ſonne of Tabeal,yercach of the in his hart 
pu iſed this to himſclfe, the one to make leruſfale the 
cad towne of Afſiria: the other,to make itthe capitall 


rowne of al Iſraell. And therfore ſaid Efay there ſhould 


benorthing changed : Damaſcus ſhould remaine the 
head of Aﬀfiria & Samara of Ifraell. Thus when ſuch 
people do vnite theſclues & enter into League concer- 
ning ſuch affaires, euery one,notwithſtanding whatſo- 
euer his promiſes,imagineth only ro deceaue his com- 
panton, & ro make his owne portion the beſt : but they 
vnite theſelues ypon neceſſiitie, becauſe that alone they 
can do nothing. Heard you neaer the tale of the lame 
& the blind thatſtole apples? The blind couldnotſce to 
do it alone, &the lame could not go, butthe blind did 
carry the lame,&the lame with his ſtaffe did guide the 
blinde,& then they tooke of the faireſt: Eueſo the cler- 
gic alone could|do nothing, neither could the lords & 
gentleme of the wy a do any thing vnleſle the clergie 
carried the.Burt in the end what ney” ER of this co- 
ſpiracy? cuen the ſame which Efay prophefied of thar 
which was made againſt Teruſalem, letnot the kings 
heart be troubled. Let not the houſe of France be at- 
fearde , they are but ſmoking firebrandes. For as of a 
quenched ftrebrand therereſterh nothing but ſmoke, 
and that but for a whilc,ſo theſe ſhal not kindle as the 
threaten,neither ſhalthey raiſe any other fire then { mh 
as ſhal ariſc out of their Leagued Townesto conſume 
them,8& from the todeuour theirtow NeS,according to. 
| D 4 the 
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the ſaying of Ioathan the ſonne of Gedeon concer- 
ning the towne of Sichem and the baſtard Abimelech, 
that of their conſpiracie ſhould grow no other but the 
deſtrution of Sichem by Abimelech, and of Abime- 
lech by the Sichemites. Butin as much as ſuch conſpi- 
racies do bring foorth ſorrowfull calamities, and arc 
occaſions of great miſhaps, they mult be withſtogde, 
They whom thou ſclandereſt did perceaue that the 
holy mother Church of whom thou ſpeakeſt,held one 
{ide and thatſhe was yery deepe in the match, where- 
upon they feared, Was it cuill done > Who made the 
enroulements > Who decreed the faſtes , proceſſions, 
pilgrimages, ſhriftes,and other the deuotions which 
in the beginning of this wofull, horrible, wretched and 
bloudie warre,they tearmed State of Grace but the Pre. 
lates? VVho was better then themſeclues > Who did 
more haſten & ſct forward the matter then they?Who 
cauſed the preachers, Icſuites andothers in the begin- 
ning , middeſt and endz of their ſeditious ſermons to 
cry our, to warre, to watre Chriſtians, to war French- 
men? Vho madethem to cry out againſt the king? 
For the match was made againſt him. It was nor for 


_ religion, for he was euermore a hundred times more 


z.calous then the moſt zealous of the. 1s not the Cler- 
gie (being in reuerence more mightie then the king) 
to be fearcd in this bulineſle, ſith itis cuident that they 
be of the fation ? Nay Iwill * thus much more,that 
it were good for the Realme they were not ſo mighty 
as tobeable ro make any commotion. The Prieſts, of 
Ieruſalem were mightie in ſtore of wealth, in dignitie, 
power and great authoritie, Veeneſt thou that they 
were neuer miſtruſted, or thatnone watched vpon the 
to ſec to their ations ? Philothe Tew , ſayth thathe 


pretcndeth to proucour of the ſecond booke of ings, 
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chatof the three branches of the lyne of Nathan { ro 
whom Dauid had decreed the kingdom,in cafe the line 
of Salomon ſhould faile, or that there ſhould notbe a 
ſonne to ſit yponthe throne of 1ſrael)one was to looke 
tothe temple and prieſts, and therefore were they na- 
med Princes ouer them, not thatthey thould execute 
thcir office, butro ſee that they did it, and to meddle 
no further. As alſoan other branch was ouer affaires & 

offices of the kings houſe: and thethird being children 

of the firſt branch, were accounted among the kinges 
children, & ſo named the kings brethren, becauſe they 
were next to the crowne, Neither was the vocation & 
authoritie of the Prieſts called in queſtion, as isthat of 
our Prelates at this day : for it was grounded vpo Gods 

Jaw, & their holy function , charge and office particu- 
larly from pointto point ſer downe without omiſſion 
of any thing,which can not beſaide of thoſe. For inthe 
new Teſtament there is noſpeech but of preaching the 
Goſpcll, or onely worde of God, and adminiſtringthe 
Sacraments , which are therein ſpecified as the fullEc- 
cleſiaſticall fun&tion, and ſo to intende to prayer and 
adminiſtration of the worde, and yet was it requiſite 
chat they ſhould endure tobe directed, neither was it 
to any purpoſe to cry Holy mother Church . If there- 
fore thoſe were then miſtruſted , ſhall we repoſe anie 

eater confidence in theſe > Are not their purpoſes 

-xrangA to all men? Let them couer all | we they 
hauc done in their ſeruice and proceſſions with the 
name of zcale, yet haue good men often found their 
zeale vntorage it (ele. The onely ſhame whereof will 
make men hould their peace. Butin theſe times what 
aretheir ſhriftes , but firebrondes of warre, bellowes 
of ſedition-and the fitteſt meanes to make their mo- 
nopoles ? And for theſe 15. yeares or more in all the 
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principall townes of this Realme, their {editious prea- 
chers againſt the kiog are witneſſes of my ſaying. Sith 
therefore that holy mother Church ſpeaketh ſo loud, 
that ihe blowerth toorth nothing but fre and bloud, 
brearheth nothing but rhreates, crycth vpoa nothing 
bur alarmes, hatcheth nothing but confpiracics, bring- 
eth foorth nothing but leagues , ſecketh after no- 
thing but warrc , and woorketh _— but diſpat- 
ches, enroulementes , contributions of coyne, &c. 
Hauec they whom thou {landereſt done euill ro watch, 
to bewatc, and to looke vnto them(clues, and not to 
conſent to this league? Yet tearmeſt thou this denoun- 
cing of war vnto Godto Icſus Chriſt &to the church. 
Afterward thou ſayſt that it is to ſet vp a ſheafe of ſtraw 
to God, &to kick againſt the wombe of their mother. 
Thouſpeakeſt of ſetting vp aſtraw ſheafe to God, that 
is toſay, to go aboutto deceaue God , orto ſet a good 


faccyponanaughty matrer,before men tharlooke not 


narrowly thereto. As to ſpeake of peace, of obedience, 
of religion, of the king and of God, and yer to meane 
nothing leſle, but rather to beare onely warre, rebelli- 
on, impictic, preſumption, fellonie , and Atheilme 
inthe heart, This doI rake to be thy meaning , viz. in 
one worde, molt notable deceite before God and man. 
But none of al this taketh place in thoſe of whom thou 
ſpeakeſt, ſith they doe bur what they ought, - If thou 
haſt expected otherwiſe of them & been | nba an 
haue they (till done but their daties before God. Know- 
eſt thou not that of bad ſecede , men neuerreape good 
crop? Say (lanh the Propher)and it thall nor be done: 
decrce the connſell, but jt ſhall not be determined, Ac- 
curſed be they (faith the Lord ) that weaue the webbe 
without me.God hath made the windeto ride, & hath 
thruſt you [rom yourexpectation: this thou hey” 7 14 

| ieafe 
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ſheafeoffirarwe, yours beir therfo:e, But you were de- 
ccauecd in ſaying that it was to God: for in Gods ſight 
they could not haue done better: neither is it to kicke 
agaiaſt their mothers wombe: for they haue done no- 
thing vnnaturally or againſt their countrey. Butto im- 
pugne their countrie: toſell it: to betray it : ro commit 
itto fire, bloud, ſword, and famine : to procure the de- 
ſtruction thereof by conſpiracies and leagues is more 
then to kicke their mothers wombe: for ſo do they o- 
pen her bowels; & looke yponall that is in her, they 
rent her in peeces and (hed her bloud : they comither 
to hergraue: with her bloud they ſtaynethe waters, 
they repleniſh the ayre with their cries and with her 
bones they couer the earth, It is more then to kicke 
againſt their mothers wombe: forthey deliuer herfor 
a pray toſtrangers : for foode to the beaſts of the field: 
forpaſture to the crowes, and for corruption tothe 
grauc:her goodlytownesto the peſtilece,torthe ſword, 
ro barbarous bondage,to famine,to deuour ech other, 
finally to aſhes,8&: to be conuerred into ruinous walles. 
Helas / wholoaketh not for this? nay vnleſſe God rake 
pitic of vs, who cerh it nor? Can true & natural Frech- 
men doe all this to their mother France ? No, butthe 
Frenchmen thardo itare baſtards and vntimely birthes 
of France, andthe true Frenchmen do withitande it. 
W hothen art thou that ſayſt that ir is to kicke againſt 
their mothers wombe? ge” 
Howbeit, fith thou complayneſt ſo ſore, ler vs 
ſee what troubleth thee : the deſtruction of Renes 
which (as thou ſayeſt) thou accounteſt certaine. But 
who tould thee ſo? My teares, fayeſt thou, Whence 
will this deſtruion proceede ? from the treſpaſle of 
the great, What treſpaſſe>:Mon-barots relaps, which 
ſayſtthou will bethe cauſe of thedeſtruQtion of _ 
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of both great and ſmall. Albecit they can doe no leſſe 
thereto, then ( if weliſt to belecue thee) did the death 
of Ieſus Chriſt, to the cauſe of the deſtruQton of Te- 
ruſalem. Weepeſt thou for it? Vhy, thinkeſt thou 
nor, that peraduenture there ſhall be no ſuch matter: 


| but hearken a while, weepe for thy towne of Manle, 


and other of the League, weepe ouer it, if thou haſt a- 
ny foreſight. The ſaying of fome one that then tooke 
your partes, and foreſawetheende of this warre , ma 

peraduenture come to paſſe, that is, that it would bee 
the deſtruftion of the beſt rownes: yea he proceeied 
ſo farre as toſay, that we thould ſee = graſſcgrowe in 
the ſtreetes of Paris for cattell ro feede vpon, andithe 
mower ſtoope tocut ir downe. God grant it fall not 


- our ſo: burſhedeſerueth ſo, ſhe raketh the courſe,and 


itis to be feared that her rebellion will call her to| a-- 
count forall the bloud that ſhe hath ſhed and drojke 
ynto this day. Yea cuen thee morethen all other the 
rownes and forreſts of this Realme: lether therefore 
repent her ſinnes, Let vs all mourne ouer her and 
pray to God to pardon her : for otherwiſe ſhee is no 
greater then Romethe great: then the ancient Thebes 
with her hundred braſen gates , then Babylon the 
ſtrong, then Ieruſalem the holy , then Romethe mi- 
ſteris: I ſay ſhe is no more then Rome, which hath 
ſo often paſſed the reuenging hande of God that 
Rome isno longer Rome , yea yet will ſhe beleſſe:ifor 
her bloud and whooredomes. will come to remem- 
brance before God. Thinkeſt thou otherwiſe > God 
15 juſt, he that ſtrikerh with the ſworde , ſhall periſh! by 
the ſword , he that leaderth into captiuitie, ſhallbeled 
captiue :heſhalldrinke double ot the cup that he hath 
poured foorth to others. There isan oldprophecy thar 
ſhe ſhalbedrowned,8& the people ſhal cry alas,alas,alas, 
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weepe ouer her and feare not forRenes , if ihe do no 
wroſe then heretofore ſhe hath done. 

Thou ſayeſt char the ſmal ones do ſuffer for the tranſ- 
greſſions ofthe great. It is trae. For theambition of the 
giants, who arc neuzr content, diſturbeth heauen and 
carth,andas a man ſhould ſay , heapeth mountaines 
ypon mountaines,kindleth the firein all places, brin- 
geth the goodly rownes into duſt , and the fruirfull 
held-s into deſertes,couecreth the ſca with pirats, and 
Ntaineth it with bloud , deliuereth marchants into 
theeues handes,maketh fathers childlefle,and children 
orphans,women widowes,and churches void of piety, 
palaces withoutiuſtice,and houſes not inhabited : for 
the warre that ſpringeth of their ambition,maketh the 
world without 60d without faith,and without lawe, 
It maketh the earth a very hell , and of men it maketh 
deuils.The warre that proccederh ofthe ambition of 
che mightie,filleth all with feare,with howlings,teares, 
terror,curſes,bl-ſphemy,rauiſhments,perfidie,adulte- 
ry,andviolence, Warre cauſeth the daughter more 
dead then aliue to be defloured in her mothers armes, 
and the forced wife to loſe both life and honor in the 
preſence of her husband . O accurſed warre,thatthou 
wouldeſt hurtnone butthoſethat ſecke thee, and 'haue 
as it were haled thee out of hell, to make an other hell 
in this world. And God comfort thoſe that ſecke for 
peace.\arre is the cauſe of all theſe miſchiefes: warre 
ariſeth of the ambition of the mightie, and for the ſins 
of the greatones dothelintle ones ſuffer.Soſaid Cicero 
once or twiſe, that the ambition of the mightie brin- 

th a Chaos or bottomeleſle pit full of calamities, 
which Philip of Macedon, being fallen in the wreaſtling 

lace,and gotten vpa ——— the place where 
chadinthe ſan [ck the prinr of hi 
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pleaſantly giuing to vnderitand,ſayd,ſce,man fo little, 

yet neither little nor much doth ſuffiſe him , what 

then? Mantothe end to grow great, feareth not to 

\  bringallthinges tonaught. Wedo therefore ſay that 

thy ſaying is true, thatthelittle ones do ſuffer tor the 

ſinnes of the great. Bur ifrhou thinkeſt that France ſuf- 

fereth other then forthe ambition of thoſe whom thou 

caileſt Gods fathfull ſeruants,thouart deceaucd .| For 

who withed ,ſought,defired and began this warre, but 

they > Whar haue the king and king of Nauarre done 

bur ſtood ypon the defenſiue ?And as for the nobility 

of Brittame whom thouſlaundereſt,they alſo ſtood to 

their defence when they did ſee the miſchicfe ſo neare 

the thatthere was no remedic nor time of delay. [The 

THAT fire was tobe quenched,and they would notencur the © 
þi crime of treaſon by participating inthe bloudy purpo- 

ſes of the league, but according to their dueties | we 

T8 ſought to ſaue Britraine from the ambition of the in- 

"hy ſatiablecruelty ofthy gyants,whom thou termeſt Gods 

| faithfullſeruants . | | 
[Thou haſt reaſonto ſay that thou wilt nolonger em- 
ploy thy ſelfe for thoſe ot Renes,in caſe they will hold 


HLﬀ for the Lord of Mon barot:but weeneſt thou thar they 
71-IN holde for him ? Gotell them ſo,and ſee what anſwere 
if chey will make. Thinkeſt thou that they be ſedirioug as 


$14.8} other the lcagued townes which hold for euerye one 
F | that can ſeaze vpon them, and that take them for them 
ſclues ?Renes holdeth forthe king , and take not their 
goucrnour for otherthen the kingesſcruant,and for his 
part hee craucth nogreater benefite , aduauncement 
or felicity but to do faithfullſeruice to the king and 
Brittaine.  VWhat thinkeſt thou of their Parlia- 
ment wherein haue bene ſeenc as great iuſtice, piety, 
and grauity, as inatye other of the realme > What 

| thinkeſt 
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thinkeſt thou of ſo many great and famous houſes 
whoſe ab.lities will compare wich the greateſt of 0- 
ther prouinces| in renenues f CI——_ thou thar 
they will dilmember themſelues from the crowne, 
or riſe againſt the kinges obedience ? Thou art in 
thar greatly diſceaued , to thinke that they woulde 
abandon a king, the moſt aoble, the greatcſt,the ſtron- 
gelt,and moſt feared in Europe, to make themſclues a 
perry king, or that they will leaue the force of the 
mightieſt realme, and enter into dayly ſtrife there a- 
gainſt by making themſclues a petty realme apart. 
It were as if they ſhould abandon the ſhadow of a 
reat tree, the {weetnes, of the figge tree , and the 
| mor of the vine tor the bramble. They doe yer 
remember their auncieat warres, and doe like of the 
clemencie of this eſtate, wherein they haue bene ar 
pexre euer ſince that by the fice eſtates of the land 
Brittaine hach bene inſeparablye and for euer an- 
nexed and vnited vnto the crowne. Weeneſtthou 
that they had nor rather ſtill enjoy a quiet and peacea- 
ble eſtate whercin the king by Gods grace isable ro 
maintaine them, then to haue continuall warre againſt 
ſo ſtrong a kingdome : Bur to cauſe them to rebel, 
thou makeſt them afraid of herifie , and therefore 
thou ſayelt that The Lorde of Mon-baret is an here- 
tike , How knoweſt thou that ? When ſayeſt thou there 
were no more but this , that hee fauoreth Henrie of 
Valois , the ſame were more then ſufficient to connince 
him of heriſie , or rather ſayeſt thou Atheiſme . Vnleſle 
thou holdeſt thy peace,in Brittaine they will crya mi- 
racle. The beaſts doſpeake:For to prouethat the Lord 
of M6-barot is an heretike , thou faieſt that hee fauou- 
reth Henry of Valois,Is not "wy ſpeech well progert 
| 4 
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Ifchey that employ thee,do make any account of thee, 
we may well ſay both ofthem and thee,thatin the land 
of blind men,they that hauc but one eye are kinges, Is 
chis proofe ſufficient that he is an heretike? Muſt he not 
dothe king ſeruice ? Belike thou calleſt it herifiero do 
theking ſcruice, and to befaichfull vato him: Buri is 
thou thatartan herctike herein,and plunged vp to the 
eares in Anabaptiſme: forthou wilt haue no kingithou 
rermeſt him but Henry of Valois : Tho fayeſt thatthe 
Lorde of Menbarot is an heretike,or rather aa Atheiſt 
for fauoring of him, Thou maieſt well crye Warre,warre 
1 wot not what to ſay,for thou makeſt ſo ſmall account of 
the king thatthou makeſt the Lord of Mon-Barot e- 
quall with him,yeathou preferreſt the Lord of Mon- 
Barot before the king in that thou ſayeſt that he fauo- 
reth him. And I belccue theeto beſo honeſt a man that 
thou wilt ſpeake no berter of the kin 


j 


| And indeede beholde what thou Breſt of the king. 
He is ſayeſt thou worſe then the heretike:ls it poſſible? 7e 
is apparant (aicſt thou, wherein? /n that to his powey hee 
endeuored to gine v5 a Biarnian for our gonernour , what 
then 2?Is this the cauſe of your taking of atmes ? Arthe 
begianing of theſe warres therewas no ſuch marter:you 


o 
1! 


armed your (clues vnder an other pretence,cuen quite 
contraric,namely,becauſe the princes of the bloud (of 
whomthe king of Nauarrcis the chiefe) enioyed not 
cheir goucrnments : But admit the king would as thou 
ſayeſt giuevs the king of Nauarrefor our gouernour, 
becauſe Fe isa Biernian, is heno Frenchman ? Shal we 
depriue him of that which God and nature haue gi- 
uen him 2? Is henot the firſt prince of the bloud,nar the 
firſt of the houſe of Fraunce , and right heire 
to the crowne ? Who knoweth irnor? Doth his being 
prince of Biarne, whereupon thou termeſt him a Bier- 
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nian,make him yncapable thereof ? Deſpiſeſt thou his 
diſcent from chat fide alſo? Read the hiſtorie of Spaine, 
and thou ſhalc finde that the realme of Nauarre, from 
whencethis prince is come,and wherof heis the ſonne, 
the head,and the: Lord:is one of che chicte kingdomes 
ot Spayne, But I had rather thou ſhouldeſt argue rhis 
matter againſt cloſe that would drawe his difcent from 
Hercules the Libean,then me. For that great Hercules 
who agatne after the death of Oſiris fought with the 
Giants , and ouerthrewe them ,made his ſoune Hiſ- 
palus king of Spayne, whoſe poſterity raigned vntill 
Saul,and yntill teuenty fiueyeares atterthe deſtruction 
of Troye. Thenwasthe realme dcuided into ſundric 
dominions, whereby the Carthagenians gatthereinto, 
and afterwarde the Romaines enuaded it. Bur albeit 
this Nation was much troubled with them both, af- 
terward with the. Gothes, and then with the Sara- 
zens, yet did the Gothes ſtill leaue arlibertie ſome no- 
ble men, and famious famelies, of thoſe whom they 


found, whom they brought not into bondage, whether 


becauſe they could notſo eaſcly or in reſpect of their 
auncient Nobilitie and famous difcent. Of theſe are 
diſcended thoſe who not able any longer to bearethe 
violent tyranny of the Gothes , called in the Sara- 
zens to expel] them , and afterwarde agayne cx- 
pelled the Sarazens , and one of the chiefeſt of them 
was hee who erc&ted the kingdome of Nauarre , of 
whom is diſcended the king that thou ſpeakelt of. 
Now , whetherthele famelics diſcended frontthe aide 
Hercules ornot,I am content to ſaye that hee is ex. 
tra&t of a moſt auncient and noblerace, conſidering 
the very barbarous people had ſome reſpect vato them 


and ad:nitted them into offices and gouernments: rnet- 


theris itiacredible bur that both the Cote gney 
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and Romaines who were better acquainted with the, 
2uerencing of the royall bloud,, did fo acknowledge 
them. Finally here thou ſceeſt on rharſide the origi- 
nall of that king whom in contempt thou calleſtBier- 
nian, Well, no man can denye , but that on thar 
ſide his diſcent is certainely from the nobleſt.If then 
becauſe hee is prince of Biarne , thou iudgeſt| him 
ynworthy of the charge whereto God hath cauſe 
him to bee borne; chou art verye vnskilfull : what 
wouldeſt thou haue ſaid in Egypt when Pharao gaue 
the gouernment to Ioſeph , who was a ſtranger, a 
bondman , an Hebrewe , and of acontraric religion 
to the Egyptians , whom they abhorred more then 
you do thoſe whom you call herer.kes ? For they 
would not cate with them+z whcre-you are content 
to marry with the 'others wiucs or daughters | or 
match your children with them , and yet vou call 
them heretikes : Are not you afraid of hereſje |? Ir 
would neuer grieuc! thee that the king ſhould giue 
this office to a ſtraupger, if in caſe hee were a mu- 
tinous perſon and ſeditious like thy ſelfe , ſuch a 
one as woulde playe at' King by year leaue as the 
reſt of thoſe whom thou termeſt good Catholikes, 
and Gods fairchfull ſeruants. Moreouer thou ſcekeſt 
to ſmite two blowes with one ſtone : For thou art 
not conteat to throwe at the king vnleſle the blowe 
lightalſo vpon the king of Nauarre, Therefore when 
thou ſayeſt that the king will giue vs the king of Na- 
uarre for our gouernour , thou tayeſt, he is a walfe 
to keepe the (heepe , and a foxe to locke to the henmes: 
Speake if thou canſt with a little more reuerence |of 
a king , of the firſt prince of the bloud, yea of the 
firſt childe of the auncienteſt and moſt noble fame- 
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If God ſhould ſend the king neuer a ſonne , is not 
the king of Nauarre the kinges ſonne ? But thou 
wretch , how canſt thou reuerence the ſonne when 
thou miſufeſt the Father ? Arr thou a Frenchman? 
Acknowledge Gods gitt, the hope of the kingdome, 
and reioyce at his ſpringing vp. When the king hath 
a ſonne borne, all the realme reioyceth, cuery one ble(- 
ſeth bim , they couer him with holy wiſhes: but when 
hee cometh to the age of his value and force,ſecing 
in him that which we deſire and more,what cauſe haue 
we to reioycc, and to giue God thankes 2 Howſoc- 
uer itgricucth;thee,yer ſhall the king of Nauarre bee 
hcrein a rare gift of Cod vnto France: an other Hercu- 
les tothe king : a terror totheenemy : alight tothe 
realme:the toy thereof within:and the praiſe thereof a- 

broad:cuento the vttermoſt bounds ot the world. 
Thatitisnorſo, how long haue you maliced him? 
He hath ſtifled the ſerpents that you caſt vnto him eue 
in thecradle: Theſe twenty yeares hath he bene inthe 
fire,in bloud , and in armes : he hath foughragaiaſt 
the Hidra of your league : he hath caricd a hauic 
burthen as if he had heauen vpon his ſhoulders: hee 
hath watched night and day, he hath hazarded his 
life for the ſafegard ofthe king ,the realme, and ſuch 
as in the realme haue no other father but God : hee 


hath entered into a hell of buſines , and is got out © © 


againe with victorie : all this coulde not Quercome 
him. What forces hath he had vpon his arme,name- 
ly within theſe five yeares ? Is it nothing thathe ſtan- 
deth againſt all this 2 But God preſerueth him . True, 
but what honor is it to him in the face and knowledge 
of the whole world. | 

France isthe Theater of the world: euery one ſeerh 


what is done:the Muſcouite hzareth of it: the Turke is 
| F 2 aſtoniſhed 
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| +  aſtonithed : the Tartarianis abaſhed: the Perſian mer- 
ueileth,and the Indian reioyceth:tor his fleets do |faile 
| thither,, yea cuen |withour feare of the weapons of 
+ his ſo mightie Caſtilian eniwye who detayncth the 
kingdome of his aunceſters from him. You haue 
brought him to nothing , prayed vpon all his goods, 
letrhim deſtitute ofali bis wealch , and leuied warre a- 
gainſt him : he hath þearen you athispleaſure,he hath 
taken pity ofyou,his forces haue encreafed, Two ofrhe 
ſtrongeſt kingdomes in Europe , haue not daunted- 
him , neither made; him ro bowe . Now tell mce, 
had Fraunce cuer fo rare honor of anye ſonne of 
France ? He giucth the glory to God wholcarme hath 
Fl wroughtſuch meruciles in oureyes. Iknowemy felfe 
L8-0444  vnworthy to entreate of ſo haughty an argument, 
| 1600 FEW bur the impudencie of your league cmboldeneath 
M mee. Thoutorceſt\metoſpeakeot thinges wherein 
| God ma'erh him wenderfull, that is , in clemencie 
TRARP |  andincre:dible courtific rowarde his enimijes. Wie 
of HR ReT thou know how? I wil! tcll thee, You haue ſhotce 
Me | at his life: you haue wiſhed nothing ſo much as to 
L1.0 | | get himinto your power: you haue ſet your ſeditious 
oo "Þ preachers againſt him: they haue- gone from the text 
WEE) - otthe Scriptures to oueirunne him vatill they hauc 
$f 4 Bb? | | bene wearie ,and thelweate hath runne downe their 
{ j {| j ch-ckes.YouThaue excommunicated,accurſed,& thun- 
f {+1 BY dred agaialthim inthe courtot Rome, you hane de- 
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tamed him,& made him odiousto the whole realme. 
You haue beaten the fieldes , and laid ambuſhes|a- 
. gain{tb1m:being without compariſon ſtronger then 
hee , and celirous even to cate his fleſh,you hate 
forced him to the extremitie of the batrayle. You 
_ bau? entenoured with your whole power if you 
coulde to bring him in diſgrace with the king, 
” EE 35 $8 | which 
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which griefe of all other he could hardlyeſt brooke.By 


the eſtares which to that end your ſelues haue crowned 
and afſemble\,|you haue gone about todiſgrade him 
from his honor, goods and eſtates, and cau{cleflc haue 
adiudgedhim ynworthie lite or ſucceſſion. So impu- 
dent haueyou beene , as to ſounce the kinges mince, 
and therewith rowound his heart,ſecking to force him 
ro entringe all lawes c fnature, had not God giuen his 


Maieſtie grace toprouidefor the common ſatetie of 


them both,and|ofthe Realme,according tothe ſaying, 
that the wile king {cattereth the wicked and turneth 
the wheel: ouer them. All this haue you doone vnto 
him and worſe if a man may ſoſay: Contrariwiſe the 
king of Nauarre houldeth your liucs deare, pardoneth 
you, will not behould any one of your teares , embra- 
ceth you all, yea he forgiueth your preachers. Artnot 
thou then an execrable decciuer and ſlanderer?It thou 
beeſt not an other denill, be euen aſtonied at his plain- 
neſle: woondet at his clemencie, and maruaile at the 
clearcneſle of that whom iniuriouſly thou rearmeſt a 
Wolfe and a Foxe. What? among you is it the part of 
a Wolteand a;Foxcto forgiue enemies, to bewayle 


their calamitie, toycelde them good foreuill, ro em- 


brac2 ſuch as would driue him away, to giue life vnto 


thoſe that ſought his death, to keepe faith toſuch as | 
. fallthe it, to beſtedfaſt in all his promiſes and to ſhew 


an open heart toall his enemies? Bur tell vs what hath 
the king of Navardone to thee, what haſt thou found 
in him? Doſtthou complaine? Then art thou the firſt 
that he hath offended, Artthou in feare of him for his 
religion ? Heis the better man , the honeſter, and the 
ſounder for 1t. But perhaps thou ſeeſt more goodneſle 
in him chen thou wouldeſt. Surely for your partes he 
hath not hethcrto beene evther Foxe or Wolfe to any 
&4 man. 
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42 The.CountreLeague- | 
aſtoniſhed : the Tarratianis: abaſhed: the Perſian mer- 
ueileth,and che Indian reioycerth-tor his fleets do fajle 
thither , yea euen withour feare of the weaponsof 
his fo mightic Caſtilian cniwye who detayreth the 
kingdome of his aunceſters from him. You have 
brought him to nothing , prayed vpon all his goods, 
left him deftitiite of all his wealch , and leuied warrea- 
gainſt him : he hath beaten you athis pleafure,he hath 
taken pity ofyou,his frces haue encrealed, Two of the 
ſtronge!t kingdomes in Evrope , haue not daunted- 
him , neither made him to bowe'. Now tell mde, 
had Fraunce cuer fo;rare honar of anye ſonne of 
France ? He giueth the gloryto God whole arme hath 
w rought ſuch meruciles in oureyes. I knowe my lelfe 
vnworthy ro entreate; of ſo haughty an argument, 
bur the impudencie of your league cmboldeneth 
mee. Thouforceſt metoſpeakeot thinges wherein 
God ma'erh him wonderfull, that is , in clemendie 
and incr:dible courtiſie rowarde his enimies. Wilt 
thou know how ? I wall tell thee. You haue ſhotre 
at hi; life: you haue wiſhed nothing ſo much as to 
get him jnto your poyyer :you hauc (et your {editions 
preachers againſt him : chey haue gone from the tcxr 
of the Scriptures to oucrrinne him vntill they haye 
a I wearie ,andtheſweate hath runne downe thei 
choekes. You h aUue excdmmunicated,accurlſed Scthuy- 
dred again!thimin theicourtof Rome, Vou have de- 
famed him, made him odious to the whole rcalme. 
You haue beaten the fieldes , and laid ambuſhes 4- 
gain{t him; b >eing w ichour compariſon ſtronger then 
hee , ard celirous euen to cate his fleſh,you hate 
forced [1m ro the extremitie of the battayle. You 
baue endenoured with your whole power if youu 
coulde to bring him| in Cilgrace with the king, 


n hich 
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which griefe'of all other he could hardlyeſt brooke.By 


the eſtates which to that end your ſelues haue crowned 
and aſſembled, you haue gone about todiſgrade him 
from his honor, goods and eſtates, and cau{cleſſe hauec 
adiudgedhim vnyorthie lite or ſucceſſion. So impu- 
dent haueyou beene, as to ſounce the kinges mince, 
and therewith rowound his heart,ſecking to force him 
ro enfringe all lawes cfnature, had not God giuen his 
Maieſtie grace toprouidefor the common ſafctie of 
them both,and ofthe Realme,according to rhe ſayings 
that the wile king {cattereth the wicked and turnerh 
the wheelz ouer them. All this haue you doone vnto 
him and worſe if a man way ſoſay: Contrariwiſe the 
king of Nauarre houldeth your liucs deare, pardoneth 
you, will not behould any one of your teares , embra- 
ceth you all, yea he forgjueth your preachers. Artnot 
thou then an execrable decciuer and {landerer?It thou 
beeſt not an other deuill, be euen aſtonied at his plain- 
nefle: wounder at his clemencie, and maruaile at the 
clearcneſle of that whom injurioufly thou rearmeſt a 
Wolfe and a Foxe. VWhar? among you is it the part of 


aWolteand a Foxeto ng enetnies, to bewayle 


their calamitie , toyeelde them goad foreuill, ro em- 
brac2 ſuch as would driue him away, to giue hife vnto 
thoſe that ſought his death, to keepe faith toſuch as 
falſife it, to beſtedfaſt in all his promiſes and to ſhew 
an open heart toall his enemies? Bur tell vs what hath 
the king of Nauardone to thee, what haſt thou found 
in him? Doſtthou complaine? Then art thou the firſt 
that hc hath offended. Artthou in feare of him for his 
rcligione Helis the better man, the honeſter, and the 
ſounder for 1t. But perh:ps thou ſceſt more goodneſle 
in him then thou wouldeſt. Surely for your partes he 
hath not hethcrto beene eytherx Foxe or Wolfe to any 

| F 3 man. 
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uerfloweth in thy letters that ſing nothing bur ſedition: 


44  TheConntre-Leazue. | 
man. His valour, his humanitie and his vprightneſſe 
are ſufficiently knowen to all men and his tame flyeth 
ouerthe round worlde. Thou ſpeakeſt of the king of 
Nauarre. Halt thou ſeene his fries Euerie man fea- 
reth it, Can he revenge himſelfe ? It is but clemencie, 
It is notpoſlble ( __ thou ſay) God can doc it: God 
giucth himthe grace: his religion beareth it: expe- 
rience ſheweth jt. VVhat ſhall l ſay more vnto tees 
But that when God taketh pirtie of the Realme, you 
ſhall be conuict of your mallice, Hearethee, it may 


fall 6utthat the great maſtife may barke at his maſter, 


who neuerthelefle will not kill him for it, but what a 
ſhame will that faulc be to the maſtife? hee will cyen 
hide himſelte. Ceaſe therefote or you will be worſe 
then dogges. But if thou ſpeakelt irreucrently of the 
king 0: Nauarre, thou doeſtnoleſle of the king him 
ſelfe, otherwiſe couldeſt thou be of the League 2 But 
this is your impietic: for pictic reucrenceth God in 
heauen, and the king ypon earth as a father. Thy iniu- 
ries are the ſincke of the iakes of thy mallice which 0- 


Of the abundance of the heart, thy mouth ſpeaketh,8& 
ralketh cuen againſt the king. Thou art an other Semei, 
it was notforgiuen him : feare Gods iudgements who 
commandeth to reucrence the kinges . Thou ſhalt 
notſpeake ecuill of the Indge, ſaith God , neither ſhale 
thou curſe the prince of thy people:but you haue leaue 
to do all. It comerh to you, not from heauen, bur from 
beyond the Alpes.For alittle holy water or 3.wordes 
of ſhrift you are quit, [The Bull will abſoluc this, yea ir 
may be doone to ſo good an intent that you ſhall haue 
I000.daies of very pardon. Tolie,to accuſe, to flander, 
to {ivcare fallely , to forfweare,, to betray, to ſell both 
king and countriezall is free tor you ( Ifay among you 

| Le2guers) 
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Leaguers ) yea it is holy and worthy of Paradice. For 
ſoyoulie and deceaue to a good intent. And for holy 
mother church. But inthe holy {criprure it is ſaid,thalr 
thou lic for him & he thall can thee thanke? This ſaith 


lob where he ſpeaketh of God againſt ſuch as would & 


weene to aduance his glorie by lies and falihoode. 
Then thou ſayeſt , {Thoſe of Renes had neeae to take 
heede what they doe, why ? becauſe ((ayeſt thou) it 5 v#+ 
oſstble for them to keepe the title of Catholike ſo long as they 
will cl-anetothe parpeſes of Men-Barot and ſo conſequent - 
ly of Henry of Valows , What wilt thou ſay it a man 
aske thee why they be not ſo good Catholikes as thoſe 


of the League? For what haue the Leaguers more, 


or theſe leſſe in religion ? Goe they not all to the 
Maſle? Is there any ſurer token of religion among 
you then the going to Maſſe? What did the king then 
vnto you, who went to the Maſle as much as any 
of you allat the beginning of this warre ? Yet call 
you him worſe then an Hereticke . VWho then can 
blame the king of Nauarre though he go not to Maſle, 
for albcit he did , yet woulde you ſayno leſſe of him? 
But I perceauz that thoſe amon you are the good 
Catholikes that enterprize a the ſtate, that ſecke 
to ſtrippe the king : that goe about to make the 
| kings electiue , or to bring the Realme to an Anar- 

chic: for then he that hath nothing ſhould haueſome- 
what. The Gentleman ſhould be a Baron, theBaron 
an Earle, the Earle a Duke , andthe Duke a Kinge : 
cuerie one ſhould raigne in his turne. Euen the 
B.ſhoppe ſhould be more then a Biſhop, and ſhould 
bearethe title off a Prince. Then would it be a good- 
ly matter to ſee France: for there would benot _ 
ſo many Prouinces ſo many kingdomes, bur allo fo 
many Townes ſp many Lordes. The wiſe man will cell 
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you that it were better to lcepe inthe graue then t9 ſce 

fuch confuſion. For cuery one would be Maſter ,|and 

all rars ia the ſtrawe/and theſirongeſt get the pouch. 

But this is not it that thou feareſt : tor thou feareſt not 

being an heretike: and to ſhew that thou art nor afeard 

withour a cauſe thouſayeſt, Conſe//e 4 not that the ar- 

wes of the Biernian and of Henry of Valois arc all but\one 

beaie,and then thou ſayeſt, that zf zs to ſubnert the catho.- 

Like reliziop , as if of the two armies their Maieſtics had 

made but one euen for that purpoſe, or as if neceſhrie 

to take heede of the league had nor forced them. Per- 

haps the king could not ſo caſely alone hauz brought 

youto order and therefore called the king of Nauarre 

who ioyned with him, when both of them perceayed 

bs 4 | . tharthecontroucrſie was other then for religion. To 
{4p 3 be bricfe, that is not itthatleadethyou. For yet you 

| | want neither Maſſes, neither Prieſtes or Bitho ps to ſay 

Tt you ſome. Yea many times you have more then your 

z  felnes would. ButIpray you, who began the warre ? 
WET was itnot your faftion ? VV herefore , toſauc your re- 

ligion? Who ſpake of taking it away ? But ſome other 
_ matter helde you. Theking had beene onyour ſide,hur 

53k | at length he knew you, In the beginning had not the 


+ 0-801 king his campe apart, and the king of Nauarthe like? 
44. By: - Wartedrhey not ech vpon other to extremitie (vitnes 
$4 FI0 the bacttell ot Courras ) and that for the ſpace of foyre 
Ht yeares ? Bcing afterwarde vnitcd rogither, thou fayeſt 


it wasto ſubuert your rcligion, but why ay eſt thou 
notthat it was for theirberter defence againſt you,who 
did fir{t beate the ficldes, not ſor religion,bur to aſſaile 
, | the ate? Tharwas the catiſe that ceaſing all difficyl- 
tic ofreligion they made of the two campes but oneſo 
"It! much doth the li ing of Nauarre owe the king. Say not 
herforethatir was to ſubuert religio,for tney thought 

| nor 
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not ypon that _ you begannethe warre : echone 
lined quietly in his _— and you onely troubled 
the peace . Bur what wiltthou ſhewe vs? Wherefore 
_ cryeſt and complayneſt thou ſo much, that the people 
of Renes abuſing] of their Lord Gouernorto thegreat 
intereſt of Brirtaine are made to lift vp their heades 
againſt God? Thou alloweſt of religion againſtthe 
kinges Maiellie , and to ſtoppe and withſtande it thou 
rearmeſtlifring vp of the head againſt God. Where 
are wee nowe ? |Vhat times? What houre? If the 
Diuell did eyther ſpeake or write, could he doe worſe? 
Wo, ſayth th: Propher, be to thoſe that call cuill good 
and good euill, darkeneſſe light, and lightdarkeneſſe : 
thoudoeſtit, inthat thou alloweſt that which by all 
lawes is condemned. Rebellion againſt theking is con- 
demned,andthekinghath condemned him for whom 
thou ſpeakeſt: to the end toobey the king they haue 
wathſtoodehim , and that thou tearmeſt liking vpthe 
head againſt God. Hisattempr againſt the king & his 
eſtate is cuident: where is then that goodnes that thou 
ſpeakeſt of? Is there any in this affaires?If he hath elſe 
where ſhewed his goodnes, I would to God in this bu- 
fines we had not found in him either ingraticude, trea- 
cherie or mallice. But what maketh thee to ſpeakthus? 
Albcit thou feareſt noſham of the world,yerfcare gods 
indgements & remeber that there is no diſpenſation or 
pardo that can excuſe thoſe before God,which ſpeake 
vnreuerently of kings , trouble theireſtares & ſer their 
cople inzrmes, as you do vnder a falſe pretence ofre- 
; ion. Thou(craueſtrecompence of the inhabitants 
of Renesfortheeuils that ſhalbe comirted in Brittaine: 
But wiil they be the cauſers of them? Yea, ſayſt thou, 
Why?Becaule they oppoſed themſelues and ſoughtto 
ſtop the miſchiete?Thecues aſſayling a houſe by night 
Gr may 
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may threafento ſerit on fire, to ſpare none ,'to raui(h, 


force and do their worſt , vnleſſe men will open ynto 
them: yea they may ſay thatſuch as reſiſt chem ſhall 
cauſe ſuch miſchief asthall neuer be recouered ; yer 
all chis norwithſtanding, if men can may they not reſiſt 
them neuertheleſle ? ſhallthe law forbeare to repreſſe 
cheir violence for their chreates > This is the like caſe: 
for what cauſe haue youto make warre ? what iniu- 
ric hath beene offered you? Who hath taken any thing 


of yours > Who hath abridged your. libertic in|any 


thing ? Was notall power in your handes? Did|nor 
your ſelues reigne? but it was not enough for your 
Gouernours to haue the kinges authoritie , vnleſſe 
each had alſo his ſhare in his tide. For what cle 
could you require ?| Peraduenture Paris rebelled for 
want of Maſſes and default of her religion: Did Or- 
leans, Rouan, Tholouze and other Townes want 
Prieſtes, Monkes, Icſuiſtes, Nunnes or Maſſes ? Nay, 
they haue more then they neede for their ſaluation 
O 


0 
1 | 


or quict, andſermons alſo, eſpecially at the Icſujtes 
handes . Would you not bewiler, if you had not fo 
many ? Time will tcach.that your proceſſions , your 
ſeditious ſermons, yourſhrittes and other your (de- 
notions haue vndone you : That devotion that wor- 
keth wickedneſle is not of God, but of the encmie. 
Euen the ſame which ſpeaketh of nothing bur fire, 
bloud, drowning , drawing , death , rebelling agajaſt 
the king, and attempting againlt his ſtate, and life. 
Thote great Townes could not ſuffer the Proteſtants 
{ſermons to bee made in them, becauſe they bee|re- 
pugnant to t1eir purpoſes, and would -haue hindered 
the courle of them if they had becne freely p=rmit- 
ted, They would haue changed mens harres andre- 
duced them tothe peace and obedience of God and 

the 
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the king. For this cauſe could nor the heades of this 
\ League and thoſe mutinoustownes ſaffer them , bur 
a\farrc off and that againſt their willes , beſides-that 
you haue ſtill murdered them. Yet when thoſe townes 
required the banithment of the exerciſe of religion 
from them , was itnotgraunted? Did the king refuſe 
you any thing herein ? Hee graunted you all, and 
that (as it nowe appeareth) to che preiudice of his 
eſtate . You cannot then complayne for your religi- 
on , we mult theretore ſay thatit is ſome other mar- 
ter that troublethyou . The king hath ſmelt it out: you 
hauec found your ſcluesguiltic of all that he hath char- 
ged you with , you are conuict to be ſclanderers, and 
to vie thy owne ſpeeches, who ſhall nowe pay tor the 
broken pots, bur they that haue played with our 
heads, alſo with the king and his eſtate, and hauc e- 
uery man appointed of what ſhare himſelfe haue 
thought good. | 

Thouſpeakeſt of the honour of maides and wiues 
and indeede in the ſuburbes of Towers we ſce that 
thy threates hane not prooued bare wordes. For if 
neither the preſence nf the Curate, northe reuerence 
of the place coulde bridle thy Catholikes from de- 


flouring a maiden hardeby the greataulter, yea cuen 


inthe Curates armes , what would haue beene done 
by all the reſt of your religion . Doe you thus paſle 
ouer your rage againſt thoſe that are fairhfull ro the 
king and his crowne and will not { as you) rebell a- 

a1nſt his Maieſtic? Yet ſhall cheir honor remaine vn- 
| aca in the ſight of God, of his Angels, of allgood 
men,yeaof your ſelues & inthe coſciences of the moſt 
wicked : butof ſuch there could nothing be had but by 


force: &theviolence offered to the body, doth neuer 


pollute the integrity of the ſoule where chaſtity reſteth. 
| G 2 Bur 
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But threaten as much as thou wilt: for where thou ſaiſt 
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that your armiv ſhall violate, force and murther the 
aged vpon their heaxthes, yeacven replenith all with 
laughter , yet for. cheir owne ſafetic they will neuer 
rebell againſt their king : for ſo ſhoulde they doe e- 
uill that good may] come of it : yea fo ſhall they 
bring themſelues into an cuident treſpaſſe, and into 
incuitable danger for the eſchewing of an inconue- 
niencethat ſhall not| come to paſſe: euen for the ſa- 
uing of themſelues,they ſhall caſtthemlclues into hell. 
Lereuery man inthe name of God doe his dutie and 
leaue the cuentes tro God, Wezne you that there is no 
other power but yours > You threaten , bur ſhall you 
be let alone ? You muſt binde many mens handes, and 
Gods firſt of all, who will turne his hande againſt [the 
wicked when time ſhall ſerue. | 

| Wellamong thoſeloſſes thatthou foreſceſt thou/art 
troubled with the dead;& askeſt w hether their town of 
R enes being cauſe of their death, can raiſe them again. 
Helas ! My friend muſt the towne recompence all thar 
your League will deſtroy? ſhall youdo the miſchief, 8 
muſt we make the mendes ? VWhar law hould you of ? 
God hath no maſter,neither doth his law import hos 
much.He that worketh the wickednefle ſhall ſmarrt for 
it. Thoufayſt ir cometh ofthe trechery therof. How or 
wherein haue they bin trecherous? I o the king?I pray 
thee where haſt thou ſtudied?whar be thy laws? If ever 
there were Ciclopedie, itis among you. May any man 
ſweareagainſtthe king ? That were trechery indeede. 
The moſt ſacred right next after God, is that of the 
king. In marters concerning the ſervice of the king,his 
eſtate & welth,or the peace of the Realme. We oughr 
couragioutly to rev all amitie;conſanguinirie,alli- 
ance,kindred & athnity.Hercin the Eicherhath noſfon, 
| | the 
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the ſonne is againſt his father, and the brother againſt 
the brother,neitherdoth any man feare leaſt his (ord 


ſhould fall vpon his friendes. In matter touching the _ 


kinges life , euery man , eſpecially the Freachman, ta- 
keth all for his enimies. Renes therefore in this caſe is 
vnblamable before God and man,and of the miſchiets 
thereby committed , the faultis in them that commit 
them without cauſe. Then thou askeſt what may bee 
ſaid atthe day of iudgement. What will you ſay in the 
greet day ſaiclt thou, where you ſhall neede noattoarney, for 
your ſelues muſt pleade your cauſe-when your conſciences ſhall 


&ccuſe you before the indge of iudzes fer ſo many vices perpe- 


irated through your default, O wretch,dareſtthouſpeake 
of the latter day 2 Who is moreto feare it then your 
ſclues ? For when God will not iudge of your tranſgreſ- 
ſions,when he ſhall allow of your deteſtable rebellion, 

repleniſhed with rapine = malice againſt the kin 
and therealme: I will ſay he ſhall beenolonger Gol 
You haue broughttherealme into fire,bloud , famine, 
and apray to the ſtranger,and for the glutting of your 
greedines , you haue troubled the holy quier thereof. 
Thou ſpcakeſt of pleadingrthis matterin the laſt iudge- 
ment: But thou ſhalt not paſſe ſo farrethis day,butthat 
thou maieſt ſee ſome ſentence giuen againſt thoſe that 
defend this caſe of a wicked ſoule, VV hat moueththee 
to write az thou doeſt > What wouldeſt thou haue ? 
Whartdoeſt thou pretend ? Thou knoweſt that itisnor 
thy religion that leadeth thee. Wanteſt thou wm 

thing 2 Hath any man taken ought from thee? Dot 
not thy conſcience reprouethee ? Yetif you now ſleepe 
in your finne,the judgement of God will waken you, 
and you muſt appeare:Then wil your {inne accuſe you: 
/ you will condemneyour ſelues:neither ſhall you eſcape 
the vengeance of God, valelle before your death you 
p G 3 con- 
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confeſſe your offences and craue pardon of God, 
and the king , to the! ende rhat in that daye that you 
ſpeake of , theſonne of God ,thatking of kinges and 
iudge of all mea may be your atturney to helpe you to 
your pardon, b=< | 
Thouaskeſt how the towae of Renes will excuſe 
it ſelfe before the indgement ſeate of God. What ex- 


_ cuſe ſayeſt thou will you bring? What defenſize reaſons ? 


Bur he rhat ſhould tell thee thatthou arr but a ſcoffer, 
ſhould ſay-true. There will be nojjeſting , and with re- 
uerence mult we ſpeake of theſe matters : Every one 
ſhall carry his proces ready made, fo as there ſhallnede 

no defenſiucreaſons. Bur weeneſt thou that thy buls, 
pardons,or maſſes ſh:ll ſtand thee in any ſtead ? Arme 
thy ſelfe with croſles and holy water here:take the frock 
if thou liſt , but makethy account, that all that is not 
itthat muſt ſaucthce, Enterpriſe not therefore, if you 
pleaſe,any thing vponthat confidence as youdo. Hee 
that killed the late Lord prince of Orenge was found 
furnilbed with certaine prayers in virgin parchment(as 
they terme it) thathee ſhould beare about him for a 
paſport cuery way,andto bring him ſtraight to para- 


 diſe withoutany feare of hell or purgatorie, much leſle 


of Limbo.You tell them goodly matters tharliſt to be. 
lecue you. You would take yp money to pay with inte- 


 reſtin the other world,as wellas the prieſtes of the lo- 


wer India:Fordoth not he that (elleth paradiſe,and of- 
fereth it for the moneythar hereceiucth, more then ſo? 
Yeadoth not hethat warranteth paradiſe for a murther 
worſethenthat? To theend the more eaſily to abuſe 
the people you keep=them in ignorance, and fo maye 


| ſooneperſivade what you liſt, furniſhing thoſe with 
- warrants,cuenthe ſureſt in the world, whom you em- 


ploy about any murrher, If you may attaine ro your 


! 


| 
| 
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purpoſes, what care you for damning their pooreſouls? 
You promiſe ſaluation,you makethem to belecue that 
| 8 death for ſuch matters is martirdome:that to murther a 
| king,or prince,or other neceſſarie meber of the como 
' wealth is meritorious , and at the latter day cnioy- 
eth gloric with Ieſus Chriſt . Let men iudge of you 
whether you be daungerous people or no, or whe- 
ther you deſcrue notto be baniſhed among the Ca- 
niballes. Who thall truſt ſuchipreachers and con- 
feſſors  fith they practiſe ſuch horrible matters vnder 
retence of Gods feruice,and with promiſe to bee the 
firſt ſaued ? Your preachers haue taken and led him to 
heauen by the hand that poyſoned the late prince of 
Condc,ſfaying of him that he was Gods Aungell that 
had ſlaine the Dragon. Thus doyou take Gods name 
in vainz:who ſhall —_ you ?'You will haueno cen- 
for : who ſo reproueth you 1s an herctike: but hee thar 
ſhal belcue that you hane God in your power:that you 
make him and vſc himas you liſt:that the Lord in the 
latter day willnotminiſter judgemeat without the ad- 
uice ofthe holy Father : that your warrants,ablolutions 
excommunications , bulles and other of the like 
deuotions ſhall rake place:heI ay that ſhall belecue all 
this ſhall be a good Catholike. Hereupon you make mE 
commit what tranſgreſſions you pleaſe. You arenot in- 
debtc9 ro rhe inuentor of murthers. For hee could ne- 
uer hauc induced his maſlears to ſlaughter, had henor 
firit ſhewed them his paradiſe:bur onely for an Agnus 
Dei, which (you will ſay) the Pope hath bleſſed thriſe 
j2 the name of the holy crinicyfiue times in the name of 
the fiuc woundes,and certainctimes inthe name ofthe 
ioyes or ſorowes of the virgin: or fgme other triiperie 
thatyou giue to ſomewretch,you make him enterpriſe 
4 what you wil:you aſſure him of S.Michael,ofthevirgin 
| 4 tor 
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for his warrants before the iudgement ſeate of God, 


Thus doyou leade hell,and promiſe paradice.What|do 
you not inake men belceue 2 Againe for an other reſti- 


monie of your impudencie,you neuer vicreligion , bur 


ro atchicue your purpoſes. Thou ſpeakeit of the day|of 
iudgement,not for any feare that thou haſt , for other- 
wiſe wouldelt thou abuſe it,as thou doeſt in induce the 
ſubie&s to rebell againſttheir king?But wouldeſt make 
them afraid . Thou openelt hell:thou vnchaineſt the 
devils, and bringeſtthem in,thou makeſt heauen'to 


- fall, and thou feareſt men with the day of judgement: 


but who ſhould be moreafraid then thy ſelfe,thouthar 
gocſt aboutto abolith ail equity , po!icie, and judge. 
ment?Hardeſt thou never the tale of him that was |a. 
fraid of Calues,whoif in the day time he had ſeene a 
calfe in the ſtrecte,he would haue fled, looked behinde 
him,cryedout, and ſcemed to feire the calfe ſhoulde 
hauebitten him,burtby night he would haue ſtolenthe 
kine:was not he ſor: afraid ? In ſome pointes you lea- 


1907 do reſemble him.For you ſeemne as you feared 


erefie,you threaten hell:you rerrify with the day of 
iudgement:bur albeit there be nothing ſo errible(whar 


ſocuer face thouſetteſt on the matter ) yet doe your 


ſelues fearenone of itall. And whereas you ſeeme to 
be afraid,and doterrify others , it is onely to the ende 
eo attaine to your purpoſes.Thus wouldeſt thou do to 
thoſe of Renes.Iſpeake onely againſt the leaguers : for 
who vſerh ſuch faſhions butthey that would be doing 
with kinges ? All good men do abhorre all theſe dea> 


: 
} 
[1 


Farther,becauſe thou wouldeſt we ſhould know chat 
chou reuerenceſt the day of iudgement,ler vs fee what 


thou ſayelt.Ca yourn Jr of the liuing God | ayeſt 


thou : by ſuborned witneſſes impute any oppreſſion to bins 
| that 


SE). 
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that nener ſought other then the quiet of your pronince? 
Why in going abourto makethem rebell againſt their 
king ,doeſt thouſecke their quiet? VWhatdo kinges to 
rebellious emer ns Is the breach oftheir peace thcic 
quiet ? Calleſt chou itquier,to bring men into immor- 
tall warre? But why wouldeſt thou proue that before 
God which! hee ſceth cuidently> God is not forget- 
full: that which is paſt is ſtill ig his preſence. Where 
the conſcience accuſeth of troubling the realme, 
ſharing ir our, breaking the peace, of tubſcribing to 
the death of princes,and of bloud , muſt we ſecke wit- 
neſſes before God? Harken,if thy conſcience doth now 
accuſe thee , what will God do when thou ſhalt come 
before him in his great andlaſt iudgement ? There my 
friend,ſhali be giuen of all matrers,of all ſuites,and of 
all deedes in onemoment the dehaitiue ſentence. 

Yet is notthis all , thou threatene{t chem wich the 
Angels: For thou fayeſt : The Aungels of Heaucn ſhall a- 
riſe to upholde his innacencie, Heauen and earth ſhall aske 
vengeance of your ſo hainous trechery that the report there - 
of doth make the m-ſt barbarous nations to quake for feare 
and horror . What meaneſt thou,doeſtthou makethe 
Angels of heauen atturneis in ſuch cauſes 2 What hath 
bene done to Duke Mercceur ? Hee was quietlye and 
without ſheeding one droppe of bloud refuſed the 
gate. His purpoles were deſcried,and he knowen to 
be of the league: helwas miſtruſted,and therefore kept 
from plunging Brittaine in a cruell warre, and faicſt 
thou that hc had great inturic,and thatthe Angels will 
vphold his innoceucie? You haue made the king to fly, 
and you will robbe him of his eſtate? Thou con- 
feſleſt it, and canſt nor denye it. ,For thou entitu- 
leſt him onelye Hernry of Valois , and ſpeakeſt of the 
angels.Butthink vypoarhe ſacred parliaments _ you 

| aug 
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7.20 | The Countre Leagae- 
haue oppreſſed: irreuerently thruſt out of their holye 
ſeates ot iuſtice,and l:d captiue without reverence of 
God or his iuſtice,cuen at Paris,albeic ſome then cricd 
God ſaue the king and his iuſtice. This haue you done, 
yea you haue ſeditiouſly impriſoned them in their [car- 
let robes becauſe they hcld forthe king. For the ſame 
cauſe haue you at Tolouze put todeath thechietepre-. 
{ident,a man accounted one ofthe beſt Catholikes and 
grerelt iuſticiers in the realme.I am athamed(nay who 
doth not abhorre it);o ſhew what you did to the kings 
perſon in picture. For it is incredible that Frekch- 
men ſhoulde ſo vſe their annointed king. Ifyou be 
Frenchmen, the Frenchmen are deuils im you, Y our 
leagued cleargic gaue their conſent, and yer the An- 

els ſhall defend your partie. Bur your crueltie hath. 
{urpaſſed all this. For ſince the wtyting of the pre- 
miſſes you-haue flaine the king, whole wofull death 
wee heard off while'this was in the preſſe. O moſt 
vile wretches : haueI ſayde anye thing of you, or of 
your furic and rage which is vntrue ? Now do you 
1uſtiſy mein all chat heretofore I haue ſpoken of you, 
God hath delinercd |a good king into your power. 
Helas, God graunt it bee not to punith our finnes, 
or to prolonge the calamities of France. Iris to bec 
feared, conſidering how deſirous the late king was to 
extin2mith the warrc), and to eſtabliſh peace in his 
realme: conſidering alſo how helabored, and how able 
he was by a good reformation to decide the controutr- 
ties inreligion.Burnow hath God diſplayed your ma- 
lice,and incredivle trecheric, Now dol fce that ſome 
helliſh furic driueth you. How could it haue bene done 
otherwiſe > Your attempt in this warre is horrible, 
{th you commit ſuch abhominable fates. Godis not 
onyourſide, but rather the enimye of nature, of all 

| go0dnes, 
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goodaes,and of ſaluation.Youſhew how bloudy your 
{uperſticions are,and how dangerous ſuch a vermiue 1s 
inarealme, | 

Truely it was not without cauſethat when the foure 
begging orders began , men forclaw nothing bur mil- 
chictcs,and all kinds of calamiry. Then did euery man 
cry againſt them,cuen Pope lohan the two and twenty, 
who wrote a booke againſt the,as allo did diucrs lear- 
ned men in France,namely, William of Saint Amour. 
They condemned theſe beggers as the plague of rhe 
world. Euery man cryed out againſt them ,as taking 
| them for thoſe foure bad angels that ſhould be loſed to 
hurt the carth,and to keepe the wiad fro blowing: that 
is,that ſhouid ſtop the courſe of Gods word which is 
the ſpirir or wiad of the lips ofthe mouth of God. They 
were called the foure wagons of hell: and that realme 
was ſaidto be accurſed tharſhould hauethem in it: yea 
there were that propheſied ofthe milchicfes rhat this 
vermine would commit,andthatin the end they ſhould 
be expulſed for their deceites,cuen that they ſhould be 
aſcorneto the world. The Biſhops and Curats acknow- 
ledged notthis kind of people. They were forbidden 
pears ar the adminiſtration of the ſacraments. 
Yetby litle and litle their kingdame increaſed. The firſt 
worke they did,was to ſupplant curats ( as theſe haue 
done them)by preaching & ſhriuing:yet were they nor 
ſo greedy of any thing as ofthe bodies of thedead , by 
rea{on of the gaine of purgatoric which then waxed 
warme.How euer they were reſiſted,yet got they to be 
ſo aduanced,that ſome of th] haue bene Biſhops, ſome 
Cardinals,and ſome Popes.As alſo they haue greatly 
endeuored chemſelues to defend the papacie,and ſuc- 
coured it in time, Ar the firſt they were wallet men , 8 
roagues, in therende from knaues they grwe to bee 
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greatmen: but alwaies beggers. In vice abhomina- 
ble,witnes their doings inEngland , when king Hen- 
\ ry theeight baniſhed that vermine, cuen long betbre 
the reformation of religion. Butis ienot a maruaile 
that wehearencuer a pleaſantrale but of their deedes 2 
That we neuer laugh but at their follies: that we ne- 
uer wonder but at their impudencie : that wee are 
neuer aſtoniſhed bur attheir furie, and that we ne- 
uertremble burart their rage: and yet the worldeſre. 
oſeth their ſaluation in them 2 W hart, is the worlde 
Cooke hed 2 There hath bene no account made but| of 
them:they haue ſhriuen kinges:they haue dealtin the 
greateſt affaires:they haue delivered curſed inſtruti- 
ons :they haueclimbed into the hieſt chaires, cuen|ſo 
high that they haue ſought to gouerne kingdomes,to 
chaungekings, to bend the people to their deuotion, 
- and todiſturbethe ſtate. | 
This wofull argumentrequireth we ſhoulde ſpeake 
of the Iacobins. Was itnot a Iacobin that poyſoned 
the Emperour Henry the ſcauenth > That did Pope 
Clement procure,becauſe thatEmperour ſpake of F - 
forming the Church, andthen gauc out that hee died 
for ſpite, becauſe he could not be reuenged of his eni- 
mies. This Iacobin poyſoned him with beaten 7 
mant,in miniſtring vnto him the communion of the 
bloud in his challice. One Pope alſo was poyſoncd jn 
the ſacrament which himſelfe had confecrated : you 
rake it to bee the fleſh and bloud of Chriſt, but this 


ſheweth that you are deceaued. For can ſuch ma- 


lice of Satan haue anye place in the fleſh and bloud 


of the liuing God ? Theſe men died as is afore ſaid, 8&/a 
Duke of Guyen alſo. That Iacobin feared not to mingle 
the duſt in the comunion,with the ſame hands where- 
with hee helde the body of God: whea hee made it 
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(as you ſay) and this with the ſame hande wherewith 
he lift it vp , drew the knife againſt his king and o flew 
him. Can any man ſpeake of a greater conten:pt of 
their religion? VV/ho will belecue that theſe men do re- 
poſe any truſt in| the Maſle, or that they do belecue 
that they handle the bodic of the ſonne of God, much 
leſſe that they make it? Hath any man euer heard ſpca- 
king of ſo barbarous a matter, comitted by areligious 
perſon againſta king , cuen againſt his owne king? 

Yet mult I ſpeake one word more of the originall of 
the Iacobins that we way thereby knowe them alſo. 
While S. Dominicke the author of this (e& was in his 
mothers wombe ſhe dreamed thatthe was deliuered 
of a dogge, that heldeatorch wherewith he kindled a 
fire in the world,& broughtall into combuſtion. How- 
ſocuer the Iacobins doe expound this dreame, yer ſig- 
nificth itno other marter then the rage of their inquiſt- 
tion ( which is alwaies compoſed of Iacobins) that is, 
the furie of their comets, their crueltic among them 
felues &the furious follies of their S. Dominick, who 
ſo will read his legend ſhall ſee what he both (aide and 
didin the warre againſt the Albigeois in the time of 
king S. Lewes of whom is deſcended the king whome 
God hath of late eſtabliſhed in this Realme, For of the 
two ſonnes that the faid S, Lewes had, you haue extin- 
ous chEthatremainedof the firſt in the perls of the 
ate king. But what care you? youare no Frenchmen: 
yer would you command in France, In the meane time 
you hauequenched the lampe,the wealth &the health 
of theRealme, in depriuing it of the king , enen when 
he was atthe pointto agreethe controuerlie for reli- 
gion: which would haue been the peace,'cure, life and 
toy of France, as being the only way to drawe it out of 
warre, death and hell, and to bring into France ſuch a 
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oolden world as we ſee in other Realmes and countries, 
whom neceſſitic hath likewiſe forced to reformation, 
Truly itis bur foily tothinke cuer to ſee any peace in 
Frice bcfore we bereformed.God fo willeth ys: his law 
comanderh,reaſon requireth it,and neceſfitie conſtrai- 
neth ys. For among our controuerlies of religion, we 
looſe all religion.Piety is changed into impiery,iuſtice 
is made injuſtice, and reaſon exaCtion. Charity giueth 
place to cruelty: itſeemeth that God is no more: Satan 
bearcth ſway, We heareno man ſpeake of God, bur in 
blaſpheming him: of heauen, bur in renouncing it: of 
hell,but in curſing: ofthe ſoule but in damning it:or of 
the deuils, but in calling vp6 the. Neither do weſce ci- 
ther deuoris or ſuperſtitio. Atheiſine ſlippeth intq the 


| harts both of great & ſmall. And there is nothing to be 


ſcene but a manifeſt conteEpt of God,&reieCting of his 
will. For men will haue no other God but rtheEſclues, & 
their own luſtes: whereof will enſue,8 that ſhortly vn- 
leſſe it be remedied, with ſuchcontept of God, the like 
cotept of the king,of his Princes, his iuſtice,the church, 
all goodnes & honeſty,and as many calamitics & miſe- 
ries in France as in heil. Andaman may ſay that thiside- 
ſperate league ſecketh nothing elſe.Burthe meanes to 
plucke vp the roote of this contempt, is a full reforma- 
tion according vnto God: But,will ſome ſay, wee will 
none of that: well allgood meEdolong therafter,& the 
hearr; of all other arc in Gods hand, who bleſſeth holy 
purpoſes & cither couerteth or withhoJdeth the harts 
ofthe wicked. The kingdomeof Itracl was neuer in 
greater proſperity & power, then when itflourithed in 
godlincs vnder Dauid and Salomon. Neither was the 


kingdome of Iuda cucr more feared & honored,or en- - 


ioyedimore welth,peace &cotort then vnder the refor- 
matiou of Ichoſophar;Ezechias & Iohas.As alſo it was 
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not infortunate, bur when they called vpon others be- 
ſides God. It therefore we be deſirous of the like pro- 
ſpericy: let vs beſeech God to reconcile the king & the 
Realme, and to vnitethe Realme and the Kine : to ſub- 
due his enemics vhto him by a toyfull peace,rather the 
by aforrowluli warre: to giue him grace to reignequi- 
etly : and that our ſtormes may nowe cea{e: that his 
raigne being long and of many yeares, may be vnto vs 
bur as a faire day; that our warre may be turned into 
peace,our fury into clemecie, our feare intoafſurance, 
our wofull voices jintoſoundes of ioy, andall our rage 
into compaſſions: thatthe weapons may fall our of all 
mens handes, to theende to embrace as brethren: 
that our bloud may beſtaunched , our woundes cloſed 
vp, and our reares wiped away, To be bricte, that this 
helliſh fire which hath ſo long flawed in the bowels of 
France (whereby ſhe renteth , ouerthroweth, and as a 
mad beaſt tear2th her ſelfe in peeces) may for euerbee 

uenched. Then the kingdome being reduced toGod 
and his Chriſt, the ayre of France ſhall ſound of no- 
thing butthe prayſes of one only God. 

Truely if we be boundto pray to God to bleſſe our 
bread & wine which we do cat & drink, with other the 
food that we do yſc & all the benefits that he beſtoweth 
vpon vs, much more are wee bound to pray vnto him 
to bleſſe vs our king,of whoſe life we do liue : for wee 
liue bythe breath of his noſtrilles. If Ieremic raught 
to pray to God for the peace of Nabuchodonozer, 
much more ought we to prayto Gcd for the peace 
and proſperitic 4 that king, whom all the Nations of 
Europe do admire, yea cuen the whole worlde, forthe 
molt deare and rare gift of God that euer was beſtowed 
vppon France, neither is there any bur the franticke 
Frenchman that denieth ſuch a beackite, 
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Now to returneto thy letters. Thou tearmeſt the 
doings of them of Renes rrecherte , yet werethey faith- 
full both ro God and the ra whom bdth they and 


their aunceſters had piuen their faithes. VV hart itre- 


cherie Can any man ſee herein? Nay who ſeeth not 
meere fidclitic ? But to ſpeake of trechery, we may al- 
leadge thatof the Leaguers, Wharſocuer they would 
haue of the king, they had : he rayſed them to honors: 
to offices : to benefices: to gouernements and to great- 
neſle. They were ( asa man ſhould ſay) kings, and in 
their gouernements might doe more thea the king!, of 


whom they made no account any longer then they 


liſted : being through his clemencie exalted fo high, 
they ſought to caſt him downe, and preſumed to ſet 
theſclues vpon his bed of juſtice. Whar wilt thou ſay, 
was not this meere trecherie ? Bur ler vs ſpeake of the 
houſe, the cauſe of all theſe calamities. What manner 
of one was it 60. yeares agoe? Of what degree? VV hat 
offices had it? Whatreuennes? Who brought it cuen 
into the world butthe houſe of France? Was not their 
alliance with the houſe of Bourbon their greateſt ho- 
nor and alliance? A marriage with the daughter of the 
Scottiſh king ? But how came that but by the fauour of 


_ theFrench kings. How many offices? How many ho. 


nours ? How many benefices ? what power? what au- 
thoritie hath itſince gotten > A houſe that had not] a- 
boue 1 8000, francks rentto grow thericheſt in France 
chrough the kings grant? whereby it grewe ſo proud 
chat it preſumed to be equall with the Princes of the 
bloud, yea to goe before them, if they would have ſuf. 
feredit. Doeſt thou not finde that this was well riſen? 
hadthey not enough whereof to content themſelues? 
A daughter of their houſe to match with a king? To 
hauc Ne whole dealings in their handes, during the 
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raignes of 4 kings? was not all this ſufficientro malethis 
houſe faithfull to the king ? Lookeſt thou for any greater 
trechery ? Butallmen expeRed as much of this houle ; & it 
is ſaid that __ the firſt, propheſied the ſame.Now 
letvsſpeakeot him whom in thy letters thou doſt ſo highly 
exale.God and the king ſo farre fauoured himythat the kin 
maried his ſiſter. And wheras ſhe culd haue bin corent rs - 
a yonger borne of the houſe of France; beſides the Princes 

of the bloud, the king neuertheleſle ſervppon her head the 
nobleſt crown of Europe. But asfor him, he hath honored 
him with one of the goodlieſtgouernmets in the Realm,af- 
ter he had adnanced him to agreat &rich marriage , yet all 
choſe that had obtained ſuch aduancemetatthe kings hand, 
haue conſpired againſt his eſtate, perſon and life, Yeal ſay 
they haue conſpired againſt ſo courteous a king , as there 
neuer came any diſcontented from his preſence, ſince God 
put the ſcepter in his hand: no not themſclues, valeſſe they 
were malecontent for that hee left them not his throne to 
raigne in his place. In his life time they ſoughtto quarrell 
forthe ſucceſſion, albejthee was as young as themſclues: 
chey ſought I ſay roquarrel for the ſucceſſion, wherin they 
haue no morerightthen the pooreſt Gentlemanin France, * | 
Their ſearches after the genealogie of Charlemagne(vpon 
the which the Icſuites and all your leagued Clergie ſo often 
entituled them the burge ons of Charlemagne) together with 
eheir writings againſt the Salicke lawe doe teſtifie that they 
pretended _ Realme the auncicnt quarels of the 
kingdome of Anicow,the Dutchie of Bar, and the County 
of Prouence. If then thou longeſt to ſpeake of any deteſta- 
ble trechery,ſpeake of this. And as for thoſe of Renes,know 
thou that they are approoued by the king, and allowed of 
by all men, ſauing ſuch as thy ſelfe, who ſayeſt that they are 
but apray to the Dewill, whereof thou ſeckeſt ro make them 
afeard in ſaying that The Dinell calleth for them, Bur tell vs 
why 2 Becauſe they hauefalſed their faithes : To ——_— 
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To the governor : why they neuer promiſed him any thing 
contrary tothe kings leruice. He neuer asked the any thing 
other then for his Maieſties ſeruice: forthat was alwaies thy 
pretEce : weeneſtthouthat otherwiſe they would hauc har- 
kened vato him? Bur had they made him any ſuch promiſe; 
were they bound to kepe it?might they notlawfully ſhrinke 
from it*May the ſubiect promiſe any thing to the prewudice 
of his ſoueraigne? Ought cither he or any enhabirant inthe 
Rea!me ſo ro doagainitthz honor, helth, welth or peace of 
the land? May ſuch a promiſe contrary to God be holden? 
or ſhould nctthe houlding of itbe a hundred times greater 
trranſgreſſion the the making? Burthey had(ſayſt th 1)pro- 
miſed their faith torhceir benefaQtor,who had pacified rheſtate 
of the Tewne, ſofaiſt thou : buthe had kindled rite fire, rhe 
flame whereof theſe men haue diligently and witelyquen- 
ched. Is there any more dangerous fire, then feditipn and 
reuoult, or any fire that men ſhoulde make morchaſte to 

uench 2 He had ſet the whole ſtate in trouble : hec aſfured 


 ttto himſelfe and thruſtout the king: calleſt thou that Pact» 


'wel.it thou canſt,of that which is good, otherwiſctho 


fication? Whether forthe one, partie or the other, 
thekindling ofa warre which would not hauebcene 
without the deſtruction of rhe one part, peradueit 
both : and becauſe rhey did their duties both to Britt 
ro-theking , are they apernerſe Naticn,as thou tearme 
Dothcy bearc' therefore viperous hartes ? Or dotheye 
vheir mothers belije? Ohwretch! art thou not aſhamee 


be wor(e thentie dinel. For he,albeit he maliced the 
of God, yer did fay that he was the holy one of God, 
haue ſaued their countrie trom your ſedition, and thc 
thou ſayſt that they are a peruerſe Nation. Their} 
moulr with ſorrow vpon conſideration of the miſch! 
your. league, whereupon they preuented it and thi 
layeſt to proccedeof ayiperous heart. Youlecke to | 
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out of the clawes of your monſtrous league, and this thou 
faieſt is to ſecke to cate out their mothers bellie. 

Thou alleadgeſt vntovs the ſtorie of one Andronicus 
andthe Lyon his gueſt: but to what purpoſe » Toconuince 
Renes of ingratitude. Vhercin? In that the Lyon acknow- 
ledged his hoſte & phiſitioa, but Renes hath not acknow- 
tedged che Lo. of Merczur her beactaQor.But they will tell 
tl:ee thar as yerhe hath not drawen any thorne out of their 
foote: he hath not yet healed them: hee ſought rather to 
haue put ſhackles vpon our feet, manacles vpon our hands, 
and haulters about qurnecks,to haue diſgraded our towne 
from all honor: to haue pulled downe our turrets, and laid 
our walles on the ground: to haue made qur town a wilder- 
nes & ruinous walles: to haueſacked houſes,& brought vs, 
our wiucs & children into baniſhment, to fire and bloud, & 
to haue pur all to the ſword. Thus farre(had not God taken 
pittic of vs ) had he hazarded our eſtate, For this is the end 
of ſuch rebellions : are nor we then greatly beholding vnto 
him? Is not he our great benefator,8& we more cough then 
the Lyon, in that we will not acknowledge him fith he fo 
greatly procured our (afctic? If a man ſay this vnto you, 
what anſwecre can you make? For this is the very trueth of 
the matter. Thou ſpeakeſt of broken pots, Helas !hethar 
liſt ro belecue thee, what broken heades wouldeſt thou 
make # Howe manie Townes wouldeſt thou: put to the 
facke> How much-conntrie wonldeſt thoulay.waſte?' How 
manic. perſons wouldeſtrhouſende into baniſbment, and 
how-many ſoules into hell > Beleeuc me, eſchueciui)l warre 
andturneit fromthe ſtate, vnleſſechqu be ſo-vnnaturall as 
to deſire toſce the glory goy andfeliciry of thy king , of the 
Reaime , yea of cthy;,owne honſe in the duſt. | . VWhathaſt 
thou mare to (ay ? | That the enhabitants of Renes have beene 
a2 the. (chooles cf Embrojn. and, Liſander to learne to deceane. 

\W hatleſſon findeſt thou out of the ſchools cither of Li- 
ſandcr or of Embroin.? VWhom hane'they deceaued? The 
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king ? Thouwileſay , their Gouernors. But they will denie 
it and ſay tharthey ncuer promiſed any thing contrarie to 
the ſcruice & fidelity dueto the king: Allo that perceauing 
that it cocerned the ſeruice dueto hisMaieſtic,& the peace 
of the countric, they performed no part of the ſaid Lord of 
Merczurs pretence.I1the were therein deceiued,thatwhich 
they did was becauſe they would be faithfull ro the king, & 


| keepetheir oth which'they had promiſed & ſworne to his 


Maieſtie, 8 ſo on their parts there was no deceipr:for there. 
was no mallice in their doings. But he decceaued himſelfe in 
that he expected fromthem more then the integritic and fi. 


| delityof (o honeſt mencould afford.Never aske therfore by 


whom a man may now ſweare atRenes: forthere is no per- 
iury,butall faith & loyalty. And had they done otherwiſe, 
had they not bene periures,traitors, & diſloyall? Renes hath 
maintained the foundatio of all humaine ſociety in weeping 


their fyorne faith: it hath reuerenced the name of God,an 


feared his thunder wherewith he ſmitteth the pariurers,and 
hath faithfully obſerued the oth made to the king and his 
crowne,wherupon it ſhall be called Renes the loyal: but thou 
art wiſe to ſay thatat Renes the women will no longer ruſt 
their husbands. Theſe be thy words. Who will rruſt thee, that 
haſt 9100 gry 4 Prince? How will thy towne be maintained 
without faith which « the foundation of al humaine ſociety! What 
irafficke canſt thou haue ſath none dare truſt thee? For who will 
wruft him that hath violated hu faith ? What wife will truſt her © 
bu bandes fath , fith you have wielated a publicke faith , 4s was 
that of the union: euen thas which you ought to your Gourrnor? 
Thou chargeſt them with deceauing a Prince: bur is it 
deceipt tojkeepe themſelues from deceipt? Thou wilt ſay 
that they had ſworne & promiſed him: thatis, as if a comu- 
naltie did ſo eaſely bindiir ſelfe, beſides thatſuch an obliga- 
tion 1s voide in matters againſt che king & the comon welth. 
It is an ealie matter to terrific a communalty: but vpon no- 
tice of better counſellthey may bee likewiſe better aduiſcd. 
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To conclude,they neither ought or mighe promiſe him a- 
ny thing againſt the crowne:for ſo had they bene periured. 
Beſides that we are bouudto the king,to his life, & eſtate ra- 
ther then to father,mother,wife,or children. The towne of 
Renes then hath conſtantly kept herſelfe in her firſt faith, 
andfii her duery to the king,and hath no whit violated hu- 
maine ſocicty. But had ſhefultilled thy minde,ſhe ſhould 
haue violated euenthefirſt bond of this humaine ſociety, 
that is her fidelity to her king and country, Thisfaith once 
falſified, tell me what elſe rhou findeſt thatcan countenance 
| aneſtatein arealme:Vhatleaucſtrhou butan helliſh cos 
tenance:but the very kingdome of darknes,confuſion , and 
all ſorres of calamities,yea cuen he. it ſelfe . Buron good 
judgement ifthou haſt any,and thou ſhalt finde thar they 
haue faithfully obſerued their faith in theſe pointes wherin 
thou accuſeſt them of breach and falfification thereof. Pur 
haddeſt thou had thy defire,they ſhould haue bene periu- 
red,cuen in the horribleſt degree of periurie of all, where 
now their credit will be greater andricher then euer , borh 
with the king and all other men. Yet feareſt thou that the 
wiues will no longer truſt their husbands faiches. Woulde 
they truſt them better if they were traitours to their king ? 
Perhaps ſhould they haueſome greater cauſe ro honor the? 
Butthou art a firebrande: thou ſeckeſt to ſer diviſion ina 
Realme,in the townes,in the ficldes,in the houſes. It thou 
beeſt no Ieſuiſt, yet artthou worthie to be one, If thou ſhul- 
deſt ſhrine the women,rhou wouldeſt tellthem many good- 
ly matters: but they arenodealersin theſe affaires: in the 
meane time ſuch as be wiſe,do comend their husbids,they 
lift vp their hands ro heauen & giue God thanks for thatby 
the diligence, diſcreation and fidelitie of the gouernourand 
their husbands they ſee themſeJuesſaued from ſacke, fire, 
bloud, famine,murther,and other miſchicfes, which the ti- 
morous wines do feare in time of warre,and do tremble ar, 
when they ſee the danger whereinthe rowne had bene,had 
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not God rake pitty therof, by inſpiring their husbands with 
o0d counſell, How tearmeſt thou irthe faithof the\vnion, 
whichis broken ? whatvnion?Ic is your league. Wilt thou 
call the conſpiricie of theeues that kepe the woods,cut the 
paſſengers throats, & take from the al that they haue, an v- 
nion? The vnion thou ſpeakeſt of is ſuchan other: for by it 
0 wouldſeaze vpon the goods of the beſt Frenchme and 
the kings eltace, Therupon had you already denoured your 
ſelugs:France ſhould neuer haue had peace & this thou cal. 
letan vnion, Muſt a ſacred name be abuſed to colour your 
bloudy purpoſes? Then thou askeſt which of the Saints ſhall 
pray for the fub they ſeeke to bring in thoſe that breake down the 
aulters.Thon ſuppoſeſtthat the Saints do nothing but look 
vponthcalters,who bring tothe, who giueth to 1 a} who 
lighteth them,who doth them good,who ercerh tothem 
ſoine brauc image,or ſome faire aultar, or that they liye pn- 
ly of offerings, & in heauen haue no joy, but in that isdove 
tothe on carth. Muſt wee belecuethis. becauſe the Curate 
ſayth it? aske him ſecretly between you two, 8& he wil ſay no. 
Weeneſt thou that they gape after goodly aulters &rich of- 
ferings? God is their fulnes: God doth ſuffice them : in God 
arethey cotented: Godis all ynto rhe. They reſpect not this 
world. The benefits that God there giuerh to his,could mis 
hart neuer.coprehend, his eie neucr ſec, nor his eareneucr 
heare: & they who God fulfilleth with his glorie,haue per- 
fect joy in him, & axe fully cau he, ſtayed & rauiſhed with 
out being anything els where..Such.is the nature of God & 
his glory, Butwhar feareſt thou?Facthey ſhal neuerT aſſure 
thee, ſee the breking of their aulters, neither were they who 
thou feareſt fox that,called in for any ſuchpurpoſegbutthey 
are calcd to fauc me. ng his crown,for there isnpthing 
clſc inqueſtion,& as for thy aulters, belecue that if they. be 
of God,God will pzeſerue chem. Thy greateſt carc is , how 
they tay profes theſclne; before Gerd, ſith they hauc made 10 ac- 
cant of his comanagn rk manjbould ofrbgrein they 
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faith. Towhom? to the'goucrnor. Bur it wasfirſt due to the 
king, We may imaginethar'chou beleeneſt thar God harh 
comanded in twour of the gouernout rorebell againſt the 
king,his life & eſtate; for (fiſt thouYſor that cauſe are they 
of Renes reiefted of God: the Angels dofue againſt them: 
the Saintes doe; difdaine them: yeaenenthe bleſſed Virgin 
Marycwhom faiſt thou)the Proteſtants do fo vreatly abhor. 
Whotold rheerhis?For thou ſpeakeſt as ifthou wert newly 
dropr out of heauE.Bur if thy ſpeech beto be judged bythe 
word of God,all thatthou faicſt willproue falſe. For the holy 
ſcripture ſaith notthat'God abhorreta the right, neitheres- 
ſequently do the heauenly ſpirits. Yer bringeit thou in here 
the Angels of hcauen as agents,or criminali proQors: & of 
the Saints wh6 you all make aduocates, thou now makeſt 
difdainers,ſaying that they diſdain thofethat haue done no- 
thing butaccordingto God &the law, forthecountrie & 
for the keeping of their faith ſworn to theking. Thou char- 
gelt the Proteftants that they abhor the holy virgin. Where 
Fat thou bcene, that thou yer knoweſt nothing of their re- 
ligion ? Bur admit thou kneweſt as much as their miniſters: 
thou artſo honeſt 'a/man that 'thou wouldeſt Jay neuer the 
lefle. For lying,the diucll'& thouartall one, Whoknowerh 
not thar they belecene all thearricles ofthe faith or the Apo- 
ſtles creede, which js repeatedar the end of euery ſermon - 
taught to enery child: and vſcd in their domeſticall prayers 
euening & morning:wherein with greatrener&ee, kneeling 
on the ground, they confeſle what they belecue of rhe holy 
Virgin?Read their bookes & thou ſhalt ſee thar they cal her 
the mother of God, notof the gothead, bur mother inre: 
ſpe& ofthe humanity of our Lord, whots very God. Thou 
ſhalt find that they cal her bleſſed for bearing the Sauiour of 
the world'in h:r wombe.” But more for her {aluation in that 
through a true & linely faith ſhe bare & emb:acedhim in 
herhart as her only Saviour, Thou ſhalt alſo perceaue that 
they confeſſe that ſhe might ſay of her child, Hers my Goat. 
ſo Catfaing the reuerCce due to ſo great amyſtery,which 
paſſeth all other) ſhee mY of God in the perſ.n of 
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our Lord,Thiss my child. True it is rhat they ſecke no falua- 
tion at her hids,for they find that there isbut one God that 
aueth,that ſheis notour Emanuel, that is to ſaic, God with 
wvs,butthart ir is her ſonne,who being the veric eternal God, | 
was made veric manatthe appointed time. And by Gods a 
word they know that he is the onely mediatour, the onelic s 
God and man,the onely aduocate,the onely interceflor for 
vs in heauen when we haue {ina<d. 1.loh,z. They alſo find 
that there is no other name vaderheauen giuen vato man, 
whereby we may be ſaucd, and that there is no ſaluation in 
anic but iv him, Thou wiltcrie out that they haue broken 
her images. That neither is,ne oughtto be done indiſdaine 
ofthe holywirgin,but ofa zecalc to Gods gloric, andas Eze- 
chiasdid tothe brazen ſerpent which had bene erected b 
Gods commandement,ycaand which figured Icſus Chriſt, 
a1 Iohn.z.They ſawethatſome ſought faluarion in thoſe ima- 
'. ges,that they kneeled vnto them as vnto God: that they 
made an Idoll ofthe virgin Marie and her image,wherin ſhe 
was more diſfigured & Fihbnored,then repreſented, And 
they ſawe that God hath forbidden Idols, alſo that he hath 
forbidden vs to ſecke ſaluation but in one onely God.lfthey 
then to whom it belonged, hauethus taken awaie the ima- 
ges:they will tell thee Har it was according to the worde of 
God the auncient counſels and doctors, and for the pglorie 
ks 5) of God and the faluation ofthis Church, Bur if anie ould 
#041 breake the images of the virgin in diſdaine of her, they faie 
W411 __ thatitwerea horrible crime before God,and worthy death 
among men. This would they faic that thou mighteſt vn. 
derſtandthatin the reformed Churches they honor|&re- 
uerEce the holy virgiu ſo far as way ſtad with Gods word, 
Now toreturne tothy ſpeeches,and to fee what follow- 
eth. Heaven ſaiſt thou will fall upon you, the earth will open to 
ſwallow you up ,and hell will be reaaie to receine you, you ſhall bee 
the goate of lecherie the Camelion of irecherie, the Tyger of cru- 
|  E:tie,and the monſter of [iſiotaltie, All this ſaiſt th _ Th 
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ſpeech,were it to/anie purpoſe, would be a ſtreame of elo- 
uence.Butto whom ſpeakeſt thou? VV hom wouldeſt thou 
make afeard? Thoſe that are as reſolute as lions, & that do 
better know the equitie of their cauſe, then thou tht arr 
a man. Thou vrtereſt great ſpecches : but to what purpoſe, 
or who maketh you ſo bold? It is becauſe you weene {ome 
man will beleeveyou,atthe leaſt ſome hairbraind perion: & 
it is inough for you if ſome ſmall ſedition & comotion may' 
ſpring thereof, Thus doyou ſecke to blind the peoples cies 
with a hope of ſundry matters: butwith this thy leane rhe. 
torike thou miniſtreſt matterto beate thee like a bandogee. 
For where thou ſaiſt that heauen will fall vpon them, thou 
lookeſt vpon Tudas, who was oppreſſed with deſpaire, as if 
the skie bad fallen ypon him, And where thou ſ-iſt that the 
earth ſhal open to ſwallow thee vp,and that hel thal receiue 
chem,thou thinkeſtvpon Chore,Dathan,and Abiram.But 
who ſhuld be his maſter?VWho betraid his king?Who deli- 
uercd,or would hauedcliuered him to the leagued Prieſts, 
- tohaue made him a Monke like your ſelues? And who rebel- 
lcd againſt che ſtate ordained by God,as did Chore,Dathi, 
and Abironbut you fearetherfore leaſt the heauens fal vp- 
on all you of the leagueas alredy it beginneth,& hel (wal- 
fo on vp,as did Chore, Dathan, and Abiron. Albeit the 
earth openeth not of her ſelfe in your waie, yet muſt you in- 
ro it. If you die in your [in,8 before your death aske no fore 
giuenes of God, the king & the realme. The hiſtoric of God 
tcſtcfieth,and we hold that as certaia as there is a God,thax 
ſo certain is your deſtrution &ruine. Thou ſpeakeft of the 
lecherous goat,but to what end? Is it becauſe they wold nor 
ſubmit their daughters & wiucs tothe ſlippery luſts of your 
barbarous troupes? Helas/thatis it that wec feared, What 
wil: thou ſay if there be any lecherous goats,or that among 
your troups(witnes the ſuburbs of Tours)they deale worle 
than cuerdid the Sarazens in France? What wold you do 
atRenes andels where,if you werethe ſtranger? Yea diddeſt 
thou threaten thoſe that reſiſt you heerewith. As for that 
which thoualleageſt ofthe Camclis for rrechery, of the ty- 
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Tiger for cruelty or ofthe monſter for diſloyalry, with wh6 
doth it better agree then with you: For to ſhrowde thClelues 
vndcr the name of God or religion, cuery day to take a new 

retence wherewith to deceaue the king,to make him looſe 

is forces,ro attEpt againſt his eſtate,to wreſt ic fro him, to 
take no pitty of ſo wy, lamentations, weepings, & tearcs 
of the people : wiſheſt thou any greater Tigers tor crueltie, 
Cameleons for trechery or moſters for difloialty, thE thoſe 
that hauethus attEpred againſt the kings perſon, eſtate & 
life? The king is Gods image vpoearth,his throne is ſacred, 
his countenancereuerent, his|.fe deare, & his perſon holy, 
There is no crime comparable to ſuch icliony. Parricide is 
nothing in reſpc> of the attepts againſt the king. Vhile he 
lveth,al live:in his perſon God ſheweth mercy to the realm 
& bleſſeth ir: we liuc ofthe breath of his noſtcels: heis that 
fairetrcethat holdeth,keepeth & cauſcth men,beaſts & the 
foulcs of the ayretoliuc vnderher ſhadow.The king kepeth 
the wicked in ftcare, he ſafely preſerueth the innocents|, and 
caufeth all toliuc in peace. Then arethey Tigers for crue!ty, 
Cameleons for trechery, monſters for diſloyalty, & ifthou 
wile Gotes for lechery,thatſmir,aſſaul & enterpriſe againſt | 
the ſtate,life & perſon cf the king. Now te] me who you are? 
For all this haue you a ye haueſlainc him. But what 
| greater monſter As diſlojaky wouldſt thou hauethen to bo- 
row the name of God tocouer your coſpiracies?You made 
your accolit that mE wouldneyer have imagined thatſuch 
aconſpiraciecould haue proceeced out of a counſcH;wher 
were men aſſembled tor reformation in the Church! bur 
that it was the doubt of the Ieſuits thar ſhriuve ſo denguily. 
To de:ale with ſuch matters in ſbriit, where met kneele down 
fo humbly to co!elle their fins ro God & hjs Vickar,who wil 
know the or elſe can giueno abſolurtio, if itbenor a manſter 
of diſloialty, tell vs whatit is? Would you thus vic your re- 
ligion and yet becalled Catholikes? Thouwilt yer ſay that 
you do ane but whatthe Proteſtars hauc don.Nay they 
1 ener didas ycu haue done : for they haue alwayes ſkewed 
thatthey never imagined to put down the hiog hue alwais 
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praied for him: yeathey habandoned and diſcharged their 
power when they had the better hand, They tooke armes, 
true: but they had injury : ye tooke from the the benefit of 
the kings edidts , their libertie,, their l1ues & their religion, 
the exerciſe wherofhad alwaies bin granted thE,as Ilfo their 
armies were allowed & their ſtrigers paid,& acknowledged 
for the kings faithful ſeruants. That which had biu giuen 8 
irreuocably (worne vntothe,ought not to haue bin rakEfrs 
the, nonotby the king himſelfe: yer haue you taken the fr6 
theE,namely you of the houſe of Guizecue againſt the kings 
will, whoſe authority you haue abuſed, rouding your 
ſelues vnder afalle prerence of religion, Well, your vizard is 
pluck off & you are knowen , you haue rcuealed what you 
would haue done. For without any iniury offered vnto you 
eythcr in 1bertie, goods,liucs or perſons, much leſſe in your 
religion,you hauctake armes againſtthe refrade canyou 


notdeny, for you entituled hum but Henry of YValow: befides 
ou haue executed him in picureas is aforeſaid, & after- 
ward moſt traytcrouſly murdered him by your c6feflor : are 
not youthen Camelcons for trechery,& Tigers for crueltie? 
Where thou weepelt for the vnion broken at Renes , thou 
art much more gricuedat the faith falſified atBlois, & ſaieſt 
that it will grow intoa prouerbe, as did the Punicke fayth. 
Yer Geakelithon not very largely of this matter, whereby 
thou artthoughtthe wiſer. For to what purpoſe is it to be 
atturney ina cauſealreadie iudged 8& loſt: Weneſt thou that 
herein faith was falſified? It was butiuſtice executed vpon 
thoſethat had falkfied their faich. If thou ſaiſt that faith was 
iventhem': to whom was it giuen? To him who after the 
Pich giuen made his party the —_ : whoalſo after the 
giving &rakiag ofhisoth enterpriſed againſt the king , but 
neuer tooke the kings faith but in purpoſe to breake ir with 
the king? I wouldweete of thee whether the King gauehim 
his faith, thathe might come to enterpriſe againſt his Maie. 
ſtic, & eſtate: to comand, arid purthaſe voices: and to play” 
the maſter, as if there had beene no other maſter but hee? - 
Fr angenti fidem files frangatur eidem. Toa breaker of faith, 
lt faith be broken. It was his part to haue kept his faith, & 
| K z nor 
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otro hauepraQiſed againſtthe crowne, perſon ſtate, and 


life of the king,orche peace of the realme,burfor dooing 0- 
therwiſe he hath his reward,yetnofaith broken,for he was 
juſtly puniſhed that had,and c6tinually did break ir: neither 
was there euer king but would haue done as much, yea, thy 


| (elfe, if thou woldeſt but looke vpon thy conſcience,woldeſt 


ſaic that it was wel done,confidering(ſo great was his pow- 
er and ſo forward were his affaires) that the king had np 0- 
ther meanes to faue himſelf, If a man come into a houſe vn- 
der colour ofgood faith, 8 offereth ro take away thy life, 8&& 
roget the maiſterſhip in thy houſe,&rthou canſt no waic e- 


ſcape but by taking away of his life, wilt thou not do it 7Bur 
- thelawarmeth thee hercin. Ita Prince the may do this, ſhal 


the king haue no greater priuiledge ? VV as the kings doing 
at Blois ſo great a tranſgreſſion? was itſufficient to ſtirre v 

rebellion,& to make the Frenchman to take :rmes 2odinſ 
his king in the behalte of a ſtrager,that ſtill falſified his faith 
vnto the king? If therevpon you take occaſion to rebel,you 
were before conceiued of the cuil: and that blow broke out 
the villanie ofthe impoſtymeof France, VV hy,muſt you for 
that cauſe ouerrun the fields as you haue done? There is 
neither temple noralrerat Paris but you haue viſited, and a 
thouſand and a thouſand candles haue you in one daie put 
out,with-horrible imprecations againſt the late king. What 
lay Py now that God hath heard you? Yet were your prai- 
ers but furie,and your vorwes but rage.God hath hve you 
in his wrath as he heareth the loſt child that praieth for his 
fathers death, whereof enſueth his owne 3cirudion, You 
haueiniured the lateking in his pifture : you haue loked a- 
wry vpon him,you haue curſed him, you have ſhamefully 
trailed him about, hanged him on a 5.1 eqn adevphispro- 
ces,executed him,& ſome of you euen haue murdred him, 


_ vntila [acobin by treafo ſlew him in deed.On theother fide, 


the image ofthe. encmy royour late king & therealme you 


_ worſt/pped, Your fury aftonicth me and-your rage maketh 


me afcard,Euen hel is no worſe, I tel you truth, 8&1 am aſha- 
med and do abhor the diſhonor &in\piery of France,&the 
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of reverence of the Frenchmi co his king.Oh frantick peo- 
ple! Thou haſt not the wit toſce that thy rEples are become 
temples of frenzy,fury & rage. VWhatdoth thy deuotion de- 
ſerue? Iudas for berrayin & ſel.ing his maſter, king,& lord 
braſt in the mideſt./ ] will make no copariſon betweene the 
| king & our Lord,butl deteſt the Frechmens treaſon againſt 


their king & their cauſeleſle furious deuotion againſt him. - , 


God hath iuſtly viſited thee with ſach blindnefle: beleeue 
therefore that;thy attempt againſtthe pcrſon,life and eſtate 
of the king isa moſt horrible treſpaſſe,witnes thy own rage, 
for therby do I know it berter the before. Burt wouldſt thou 
haue any other teſtimony ? Expect then ſome horrible ven- 
geance of God,for otherwiſe thou wiltneuer be taught.But 
rather God bring thee again into thy right wits,& grant the 
king powerto vie full remiſſion of ſo many treſpaſſes,which 
is more neceſlarie for his Realme, then the Buls of Rome, 
that in part haue ben the cauſe of all this rebellion 8 ca- 
Lmity. When thou ſpeakeſt of breach of faith, looke vpon 
thy leagued Prclats that haue broched al this, where is their 
faith ſworne to the king & the Realm? It is lawfnl(fay they) 
eo breake it for the benefite of holy mother Church, ſo as 
men need not [weare any more butby the faith of a Prieſt. 
Bur what weeneſtthou to do with ſo many injuries: thinkeſk 
thou the rather to perſwade the people of Renes for callin 
the rude ignorant 4 ſluggiſh people that ſojourneth in the pu 
of ignorance, & then for calling the gouernor ax heretike that 
quefery th: peeple and haleth A through the myre as me leade 
eares by an iron chaine?Haſt thou nor made a good ſpoke,yer 
ſhall nor this people be found ſo rude : bur ſhall we find the 
any wiſer at Paris & els wh:re2 Time will tric: God grant ir 
be neither by fre nor famine that makerth men eat one an 0- 
ther,neither by the ſword but by repentance,cuery of theſe 
mutinous townes Coming tocraue peace of the ng! then 
ſhall Reres haue glory & ioy,& ſceher ſelf led notthrough' 
mire or labetinthes, neither by an iron chaine as they leade 
beaſtes: bur they ſhall beled like true Frenchmen', that are 
yaitcd and cloled together __p aCchaine of gold, whereot 
F | 3 the 
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the two endes are faſtened to the diſcreete and eloquent 
tongue of Hercules, according as the auncient Gaules 
were woont to be portrayed. For the force of reaſon isthe 
Gaules Hercules : and ſuchnoble mindes as the true & na- 
turall French, will notbe led but by the ſtrong reaſons of a 
lively & perfe& eloquence: thatis it that bindeth, vniteth, 
and leadeth them. Then ſhall it bee a comfortto thoſe of 
Renes that they wereſo led, and the Lo.of Mon-Barot,who 
onely thou ſtomackeſt ſhall haue honour, Thouartnot aſ- 
ſhamed to ſhew thy impietie, For when thou cxhorreſt this 
ple to rebcll againſt the king: thon ſeeſt thar nothjng 

ut death can enſue: thou ſeeſt it in maner preſent and ine- 
uitable, asintrueth itis: and torake away this feare , thou 
wouldeſt make the beleeue that deathin this quarrell ſhall 
be Martyrdom : that it ſhalbe a glory for them to die for the 
Goſpcll,cuen for God (ſaieſt thou) who was willing todie 
for vs, and thou holdeſt that info iuſt aquarrell we muſt die' 
for him that hath giuen vs life. Ah wretch! is ita Martyrs 
death to die a rebell againſt his king: to dic leagued & a con- 
ſpirator againſt his eſtate and life: todie for fellony : to dye 
a rebell againſt God, atraytour againſt his countrie a muti- 
nous and feditious perſon? Tearmeſt thou this the glorious 
Martyrdome of our Lorde Hath God gjuen thee life that 
thou ſhouldeft looſe it intranſgreſling againſt thy king and 
countrie , where thou doeſt owe it? As forthat that thou 
ſpeakeft of the Maſle, of the croſſe and other things , what 
can all that ( notwithſtanding whatſoecuer deuotion)ſeeme 
in a badcauſc? Sith you hauc God againſt you, who ſhall 
ſauce you? The arke of the coucnant, a Sacrament ordey- 
ned by God, faued not Ifracll cuen in a good cauſe, How 
good ſo cucrdcuortion is, yet muſt wee knowe it to bee 
grauntcd vppon Gods worde: and therefore we muſt nor 
vic ic co coucr or vpholde a bad cauſe : for God looketh- 
vpon the heart, and ſtayeth not vppon theſe outwarde (ce- 
remonies. He loueth plainneſſe, peace, obedience to the ſo. 
veraigne, and loue towarde our neighbours. Otherwiſe 
he abhorrethall our deuotions , yea albeit he had a hundred 
| and 
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and a hundredtimes commanded them, I will have mer- 
cie (fayth God) and not ſacrifice. Hee ſayth allo , Why 
come you before me ſeeing your handes are full of bloud. 
When you ſhall crie vato mee Iwillnot heare you, Sith 
then that w Gedeons and Sampſens haue armed them- 
ſclues againſt che king , thinkeſt thou thar all thy govdly 
deuotions will ſaucor make them the honeſter men? 

But let vs ſee what thou ſayeſtof the kinges armie. 7. 
ſie the enemies campe (layelt thou) and thos ſhalt finde nene 
but Atheiſtes, tormenters, cutters , unnaturall Sorcerers , He- 
vetickes , polluters of Churches, robbers of the common wealth, 
deflourers of women. There the harlot hereſie, with her ſiſters 
crueltie and bypocriſic dee leade the firſt —_ of the armie. | heſe 
be thy wordes, But doeſt thou iudge vs to be Atheiſtes? 
Weebelceue in one onely God: thou knowelt it well e- 
nough, — docſttthou builde2 Thinkeſt thou that | 

the Proteſtantes bee Atheiſtes, becauſe they pretende no 
faluation but in one onely God, who alone hath created 
the worlde ? In other matters they will aunſwere thee that 
ſome will ſay one iSnone: but in matters of ſaluation one 
only God doth all and is all and who ſo ſecketh more ſaui- 
ours & other meanes of ſaluation beſide God, finderth leſle, 
yea hath nothingall. Thou ſpeakeſt ofcuners: I heare ſay 
that there lycth all thy griefe : but knowethou that the king 
raketh whatgard he liſt, and what executioners of his iuſtice 
he pleaſe, Neither is he to be contraried, when the enemies 
arc to be dealt with. Kings are called Gpds, for they kill and 
grantlifc,they do whatthey wil. Whether by day,by night, 
n the chamber, in| the bed, art the table, in the ſtreete, 
inthe temple , evenat the hornes of the aulter, Did not. 
Salomon comaund euen Bannaiok the Prince of his armie 
to ſlay Iob, the greateſt & mighrieſt of Ifracl , one who had 
ſerued Dauid, had commanded ouer the men of war, and 
had fo often ſaued the king &realme that the ſafety of Iſrael 
was due vato him, I meanſo farre forth as next vnto God ir 
might be done to any man. Yet ſought he not the Realme 
forhimſelfe , but for Adonias Dauids cldeſt ſonne, and the 
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ſonne of a kinges daughter. Albeirhe laide hould vppon 
the hornes of the holy & facred aulterof God,crauing par- 
don in the name of the mightic God of Iſraell, yet did wile 
Salomon commani him there to be ſlaine. This was an ac- 
ceptable offering to God: for God loucth iuſtice,eſpecially 
againſt che cnemics of kings, & diſturbers of kingdoms,be- 
cauſe therin c6ſiſterh the welth, peace'& ſafety of the world, 
' Wharelſe wouldeſt thou haue ? Thinke that the king may 
 _uſewhariuſtice he liſt, I ſay, where neceſlity,reaſon & equity 
do command. Yet muſt we ſee your prerence wherupon ye 
call che lace king heretike,to the end the better to know your 
integrity. The hte king would hauenothing bur peace in 
his land : he would ſupport as well the one asthe other reli- 
gion vntill ſome good reformation: he would not ſee anie 
more blou4, he had bin glutted therwirh, & had asked for- 
giuenes of God forthe ſame. was he therfore an Atheiſtzbue 
you ſpake but of killing,drowning, baniſhing,burning,and 
confiſcating , & whenyouwere toldthatſo you ſhold make 
France aw:ldernes, you anſwered that France could neuer 
be without inhabitits. Is not this rather Atheiſme?The late 
| king would not obey rk, yearhoweal tooke your pre- 


rence to call him Heretike, yea thou calleſt him Atheiſt. 
What peo, 1c be you? If a good king will not be a Phalaris, 
a Tiger, a Buſiris,he is an Atheiſt. Into what times are wee 
growen > Whereas thou calleſt thoſe of the reformed reli- 
gion herecikes,they wil anſwere that they can better tel what 
they beleeue,then yqp what you do worſhip. Thatthey be- 
lecuethar ſaluation camerh trom God,& the lambe, & that 
is the confeſſion of the Catholike Church, wherero all che 
| Angels of heauen doſay Amen.Apoc.7z.ſo thatifthey were 
Heretikes, the Catholike Church muſtbe an herctike, yea 
euen the Angels the{clues. Buryou have charged the with 
this to the end rohaue th& rooted out, & ſoto onerthrowe 
the faireſt forccs of theRealme, & the piller of the crowne, 
to the end afterward with more facility at your owne plea- 
ſures to make an altcration in the ſtate of France. And there- 
tore itisno hereſie that is in vs, bur mall*ce that is in you. 


FINIS. & 


The Diſcouerer of 
France to the 


Pariſians, and all other the 
French Nation. 


Faitkfulhe cranſlared out of the French: 
by E. el. 


EI 


D117 VU 


Imprinted, 15 9 0. 


ly 
A; 4 —————_—— _ wy 
IS ee ons X 
— Pres 5 og I 
vx _ 4 
C aeing - wy 
4 "Loon - 
PETS ” _ .. 
T * 7 


_ > DT —— 


